Cowl

The
Vol. LXIX No. 22

est.

www.TheCowl.com

1935

April 14, 2005

• Providence College • Providence, R.I.

Providence College
hosts philosophy
conference
By Meghan Welch ’06
News Staff

On Saturday April 9,
approximately 150 students
from colleges throughout the
New England area gathered at
Moore Hall for
CAMPUS the First Annual
NEWS Philosophic
Conference at
Providence College, sponsored
by Providence College’s
Department of Philosophy and
the Philosophy Club. The all
day event included the
presentation of various student
papers throughout the day, as
well as a lecture by Dr. John
Russon, a phenomenologist.
The event featured the
papers of 15 students from
various colleges, including
Providence College, Sacred
Heart University, Wheaton
College, College of the Holy
Cross, Clark University,
Wellesley College, Bridgewater
State College, St. Joseph’s
College, St. Peter’s College, and
The Thomas More College of
Liberal Arts. Dr. Peter Costello,
assistant
professor
of
philosophy, and a group of PC
students selected the papers in
a blind review of more than 30
submissions of schools
throughout the area. Those
whose papers were not chosen

were given the opportunity to
write responses to the selected
papers.
Russon gave a lecture
entitled “Family Matters: The
Tragedy of Embodiment.” The
talk was based on his book
Human Experience: Phil
osophy, Neurosis, and the
Elements ofEveryday Life. The
talk highlighted how people’s
bodies and families are the way
people come to have a world
and experience. They are also
the limitations that compel
people to negotiate their
experiences
with
the
experiences of others. Moore
Hall I was filled during the
lecture by about 150 people and
was well received by those who
attended. “I thought the speech
was really good,” said Amber
Rankin ’07. “We’re reading his
book in Civ, so it was interesting
to be able to see him and listen
to what he had to say.”
While Russon was the
keynote speaker of the day, the
real focus of the conference was
the presentations of students’
papers. The event was designed
so that three student papers were
presented simultaneously every
hour, with breaks for lunch and
for Russon’s lecture. Each
student read his or her paper,
which was often followed by a
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Left to Right: Bao Simone ’06 (Johnson and Wales), Max Lora ’03 (Rhode Island College),
and Raymond Gomez ’06 planned a lecture on the Latino influence on hip-hop. All three
are members of La Unidad Latina, Lambda Upsilon Lambda Fraternity, Inc.

PC’s Premium Blend
the Board of Multicultural
Student Affairs (BMSA), and
Students Organized Against
f The Princeton Review Racism (SOAR), PC provides
was a report card for many opportunities for all
colleges, homogeneity students to learn about different
would be to Providence cultures.
College what physics is to the Last week, the Balfour
Shakespeare enthusiast, what Center for Multicultural Affairs
literature is to the math whiz, sponsored
“The
Latin
what gym is to the abstract Contribution to Hip Hop,” a
painter: the thorn in PC’s side.
lecture given as part two of a
Though Providence College four-part series.
is consistently among the top
Raymond Gomez ’06, a
most homogenous schools, the first-generation Nicaraguanranking is not necessarily an American, spoke on “the
accurate reflection of the evolution of rap and hip hop
multicultural opportunities on music throughout the last 30
years.”
campus.
“We focused on how the
Home to eight cultural clubs,

By Megan Comerford ’06
News Staff

I

Latin flavor has helped it [hip
hop] to evolve,” said Gomez,
who is president of his chapter
of Lambda Upsilon Lambda, a
fraternity aimed at serving the
Latin community.
The lecture drew about 10
students, many of whomwere
not from PC, and had a mix of
Latinos and Caucasians.
Brooke Huminski ’07
attended both this lecture and
the preceding one. “1 thought
it would be a good opportunity
to learn about a different
culture,” she said.
Huminski, who is involved
with SOAR, thinks that
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Talent showcased at first Miss PC Pageant
By Beth Finan ’07
News Staff
While the men of Providence College
have been recognized for their good
looks and talents the past few years
through the Board of Programmers’
annual Mr. PC Pageant,
STUDENT the ladies of PC have gone
LIFE unnoticed. That is, until
Future Friars Executives
(FFE)—a relatively new club on campus
for students interested in business—
decided to create and sponsor a Miss PC
Pageant, which was held in Slavin Center
’64 Hall on April 12.
Mike Juralewicz ’05, who came up
with the idea for the event and served as
co-host said, “There is a Mr. PC, so why
not a Miss PC?”
The pageant featured eight
contestants—Rosanne Boyle ’05,
Kirsten Rutkowski ’05, Melissa Bowler
’05, Meghan Rowe ’07, Becky Ventura
’05, Kerrin Nagle ’07, Jana Simard ’08,
and Karen Mercado ’08—who competed
in the categories of formal wear, talent,
club wear, PC trivia, and interview.
Nagle was crowned the first Miss PC
by FFE member and co-coordinator of
the pageant Chris Sullivan ’05, and
reigning Mr. PC Jeff Pierre ’06. Mercado
and Bowler were first and second
runners up, respectively.

Upon claiming her title, Nagle said,
“1 have to give credit to my roommate
for signing me up for this. But it’s not
about winning or popularity, it’s about
having fun and sharing school spirit.”
Nagle bested the other competitors by
displaying her talent in a lyrical dance
to “Fields of Gold” and responding
eloquently to the interview question,
“What advice would you give to an
incoming PC student?”
“I would tell everyone to sign up for
clubs, get involved. It’s not about classes
all the time,” she said.
Mercado, the first runner-up,
performed a dance routine to “Girl
Fight” and “Lose My Breath” and said
in the interview competition that one
thing she would like everyone to know
about PC is that the school gives her a
sense of “warmth and belonging.”
After the contest, she said that she
would definitely consider doing Miss PC
again. “Participating in the pageant
helped me to overcome my fears. All of
the girls were extremely nice and put me
at ease,” she said.
For the contestants, the emcees, and
the crowd alike, the favorite event of the
evening seemed to be the talent
competition. Bowler had the crowd
rolling in the aisles with her stand-up
comedy routine, while other contestants’
talents included Boyle’s rendition of
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Kerrin Nagle ’07 was the winner of
the Miss PC Pageant Tuesday. The
event was sponsored by Future Friar
Executives.
“Cruisin’,” Rutkowski’s belly dancing,
Ventura’s performance of “Wind
Beneath My Wings,” and Simard’s
presentation of “My Short Skirt,” a
monologue from the Vagina Monologues.
Rowe brought down the house with her
impersonation of the dance sequence that
appears in Napoleon Dynamite.
According to one of the judges, Dr.
Michelle Jones, assistant professor of
management and moderator of FFE,
picking a winner was very difficult. “All
of the girls were really great. The results
were extremely close,” she said.

Judging by the packed house of about
250 people, the pageant was a success.
“1 believe it was 110% successful,”
said Juralewicz. “FFE is a small club and
this was our first major event. 1 couldn’t
be more thrilled.”
Jones said, “[The pageant] exceeded
my expectations, though I am not
surprised. Given that the organization did
not exist two years ago, it’s mind
boggling what this group has
accomplished.”
In addition to being a success in terms
of attendance, the event also provided an
opportunity for members of FFE to put
into practice skills that they have learned
about in their business classes and that
will be useful in the real world.
Ashley Kazanjian ’05, FFE president
who emceed the event along with
Juralewicz, said, “It may seem weird for
a business club to be hosting a beauty
pageant
but
this
project
incorporated so many important business
skills. There was negotiating, budgeting,
event planning, marketing, organizing,
even graphic design involved.”
FFE member Lauren Ellis ’07 said,
“The event helped to get the club’s name
out there and lets the campus know we
are a fun organization for business
majors to join.”
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Junior year on the horizon for Class of 2007
By Cate Rauseo ’07
News Staff
The Class of 2007 will choose its
Student Congress representatives and
officers on April 18 and 19.
Matt Kinback ’07 and Dan Cullinane
’07 are the candidates in
ELECTIONS the race for president.
Kinback has been the
president of the Class of
2007 for the past two years. Kinback said
he wants to continue that success by
creating a better relationship between
students and class officers. “I personally
feel that if we keep on track the way we
have been going our class will continue
to improve and be known as a very
strong group of individuals,” he said.
Kinback said he would like to address
the structure of Student Congress,
believing that student problems should
be dealt with by the entire Student
Congress, while events should be
planned by the class officers and
representatives.
Kinback said that his experience as
president for the past two years will help
him to plan the events of the next school
year. “The role of the president is to plan
great events for the class and to keep
[students] happy and at the same time
get them involved.”
Cullinane, who is on Student

Dan Cullinane ’07

Matt Kinback ’07

Brent Gilbert ’07

John Yodzis ’07

Amy Berroyer ’07

Mike Verzino ’07

Derek Welch ’07

Whitney Clark ’07
TIM PISACICH '07/The Cowl

Congress’ Committee on Studies, as well
as the Planning and Steering Committee
Chair, said he is unhappy with the current
direction of the class and is calling for a
change in class leadership. “The Class
of 2007 is stuck in neutral because of
lack of a leadership,” he said. “As a
result, we as a class are faced with a fork
in the road.”
Cullinane said he wants to get the
student body more involved in Congress.
He said he plans to conduct surveys in
order to accurately represent the student
body. Cullinane said he will visit each
resident building at least once a week in
order to be more accessible to students.
“It is time the Class of 2007 starts
demanding more than the bare minimum

of cheeseburgers and tee-shirts from our
president.” Cullinane said he wdnts to
coordinate all the organizations so that
they can aid each other in getting
students more active on campus. “It is
up to us, as students, to dictate the place
the Class of 2007 will take in history,”
he said.
There are issues concerning the Class
of 2007 that are commonly addressed by
the candidates, such as the planning of
the Junior Ring Weekend and
fundraising for Commencement. In
addition, some candidates’ platforms
concern increasing student involvement.
Derek Welch ’07, candidate for vice
president, said that a webpage should be
created to allow students to post their

questions or problems. Brent Gilbert
’07, candidate for vice President, said he
hopes to work with the Office of
Residence Life to set in stone a fine
system that is accessible for all students
to view.
John Yodzis ’07, who is running for
treasurer, hopes to raise money at the
beginning of the semester by raffling
items like an iPod and back-to-school
items. Amy Berroyer ’07, candidate for
treasurer, hopes to give organizations
and clubs better opportunities to obtain
money.
Other issues include strengthening
class unity and PC’s presence in the
community, as well as making it easier
for students who wish to study abroad.
The candidates for Student Congress
secretary are Mike Verzino ’07 and
Whitney Clarke ’07. Verzino said he
would like the Class of 2007 to “adopt”
a local school and work with that school
to help its children. Clarke said she
would like Congress to consider
increasing the number of Sophomore
Nights.
The candidates for representatives
are Patty Synnott ’07, Nicole St.
Germain ’07, Julianne Spohrer ’07,
Anthony Politelli ’07, Monique
Martineau ’07, Julie Mark ’07, Kim
Krupa ’07, Colleen Daly ’07, and
Kenney Hewitt ’07.

Campus Calendar for April 15 to April 21
Submit events tojjarvi07@providence.edu

Friday
15

19 T
uesday

17 Sunday

8 p.m. Brigadoon

5-10 p.m. Scavenger 2 p.m. Brigadoon

Performance in
Angell Blackfriars
Theatre.

Hunt After-Party in
’64 Hall.

8 p.m. Brigadoon
Performance in
Angell Blackfriars
Theatre.

6:30-8:30 p.m. The
8-10:30 p.m. New
Performance in
Yellow Dress
Congress Executive
Angell Blackfriars
performance in
Board Members
Theatre.
Aquinas Lounge.
meet and greet
session in McPhail’s.
8 p.m. Brigadoon
7 p.m. Chamber
Performance in
Music Performance
8-10 p.m. Project
Angell Blackfriars
in the Concert Hall
S.A.V.E. “Healthy
Theatre.
in Smith Center for
Relationship Night
the Arts.
for Men” in Moore
11:30 p.m. Midnight Hall III.
7-9 p.m. Medal of
Mile starting outside
St. Dominic Chapel.
Honor speaker in ’64
Hall.

16

Saturday

7-10 p.m. “Local
Liberators” perfor
mance in the Concert
Hall in Smith Center
for the Arts.

21 T
hursday

2:30-5:30 p.m.
International Food
Fest on Slavin
Lawn.

6 p.m. OAS
Workshop on Test
Anxiety in Moore
Hall I.

4-6 p.m. Lecture on
Women Candidates in
Moore Hall III.
5:30-11 p.m. Take Back
the Night in Feinstein
Center Courtyard.

7-9 p.m. Project
S.A.V.E. movie and
discussion in Moore
Hall.

7-10 p.m. Lecture
on Jane Austen in
Feinstein 400.

Wednesday
20
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Class of 2006 candidates gear up for final year
By Cate Rauseo ’07
News Staff
As the April 18 and 19 Student
Congress elections approach, 13 rising
seniors vie for the chance to represent
the Class of 2006.
Presidential can
ELECTIONS didates Bridget Black
’06, Brad Freeman ’06,
and Hugh Keefe ’06
expressed similar desires to bring about
change through communication with the
student body.
Keefe’s main objectives include
bettering the student body’s
transportation opportunities and helping
students reduce the cost of textbooks.
“I want professors to put on ANGEL
a month ahead of time the mandatory
textbooks for their classes. This can save
a student up to 20% by shopping around
online ... I am also in talks with local
cab companies to get flat rates to places
like PT [Prime Time], TF Green, the
Amtrak station and the mall,” Keefe said.
If elected, Keefe said he would work
to gear the annual concert to a different
audience. “A lot of students have voiced
their dismay about the annual concert,
which has been hip hop or rap for the
last three years. I’d like to have a rock
band next year to appeal to the other
music tastes at PC,” he said.
Keefe, a member of the PC men’s
rugby team, said he would also like to
see an alumni food court delivery service
and improvement in the quad
landscaping.
Freeman, who was defeated by Matt
Weber ’06 in Congress’s executive
presidential race, hopes to bring his ideas
and experience to the senior class.
If elected, Freeman said he plans to
write and pass legislation regarding the
overall improvement of the PC
atmosphere, execute successful senior

Bridget Black ’06

Brad Freeman ’06

Mickey Begin ’06

The Class of 2006
has two contested
races for officers.
Vice president
and secretary are
uncontested.
Kevin Hanlon ’06

Jen Norton ’06 tim pisacich '07/iiie Cowl

events to bring his class together, and
work to unite the PC community and its
surrounding neighborhoods with a PCsponsored block party.
Black said that the success of a class
president is dependent upon
communication with the class.
After participating as a member of the
track team, working as an employee at
the Slavin Information desk, and
frequently studying in the chapel
basement. Black explained thaLshe is “in
touch with multiple facets of PC life.”
Black’s list of objectives include
increased communication within the
Class of 2006 through emails and a class
ANGEL account, reduce the stress of the
Senior Class by offering midterm coffee
breaks and smoothly running senior
activities, and increase communication
with the administration.
“I believe that this is a time when
Providence College must elect strong
leaders. With the arrival of a new
president, there has never been a better
time for student opinion to be heard,”
Black said.
“If elected president, I would take it
on as a personal mission that when the
Class of 2006 says goodbye to
Providence College, we all feel like

we’re saying goodbye to a 900-member
family,” Black said.
Mickey Begin ‘06 is running
unopposed for vice president. After
being defeated in the executive vice
presidential race by Amy Baker ’07,
Begin said she has readied herself for the
position.
Begin said she plans to improve
communication between the class
officers and the students, hopes to plan
and execute fun and unique senior
events, and wants to raise money to
benefit the Senior Class.
“This is a position that I have the time
for, and one that I am willing to dedicate
the majority of my efforts to,” she said.
Tarra Dayton ’06 and Kevin Hanlon
’06 are running for treasurer.
Three-time class secretary Dayton
said that experience is important.
“Taking on the role of treasurer is a
difficult task. Coming into the position
now in the midst of our planning for
Senior year would be hard to do,” she
said.
If elected, Dayton, who has worked
with the class on events including
Christmas parties, fundraisers, Junior
nights and JRW. plans to work with the
finance committee on re-evaluating club

Tarra Dayton ’06

allocations.
“With the new reformation of
Congress I think this is very possible for
our funds to be evaluated as a team,”
Dayton said.
Hanlon ’06 hopes his personable
attitude and work ethic will earn him the
position of treasurer.
A member of the Friars Club and a
marketing major, Hanlon said that his
background in accounting and finance
and his experience with formal and
casual events as a banquet waiter can
benefit the student body.
As treasurer, Hanlon said he plans to
“unite the class,” through events and
communication and give the student
body a “legitimate voice on campus.”
Hanlon said he would be open to
ideas, giving the position all his efforts.
“I always put forward my best; everyone
can expect 110% from me,” he said.
Current class of ’06 secretary Jen
Norton ’06 prepares to tackle the
position of secretary once again, as she
runs unopposed for the position.
As secretary, Norton plans to address
campus security issues expressed by
students and help to increase
communication between Congress
members.
“It is our last year at PC, and it is
going to be a busy and overwhelming,
yet exciting year. As we each creep
closer and closer to entering the real
world, I want to help make this year as
enjoyable as possible for our class,”
Norton said.
Six members of the Class of 2006
including Amanda Valentino ’06, Kyle
Seltzer ’06, Allyza Lopez ’06, Lindsey
Sheppard ’06, Meghan Ingram ’06, and
Kat Page ’06 are running to fill the slots
of representatives.
Students can log onto ANGEL on
April 18 and 19 to vote for their class
officers.
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Freshmen look to move up
by

Scott Geer’06
News Staff

Candidates from the Class of 2008
met with students and showed their
platforms during a meet and greet
session held in McPhail’s on Tuesday.
The candidates for
president of the Class
ELECTIONS
of 2008 include Peter
Boggeman ’08, Devin
Driscoll ’08, and Ryan Donnelly ’08.
Boggeman, current president of the Class
of 2008, said that being involved early
on has given him experience.
Boggeman has focused his platform
on class unity. “I want to bring all groups
and every person together through events
and activities, which will build a tightknit class of 2008,” he said.
Aside from student recreation,
Boggeman said he would also like to
focus on building better relationships
among students and administration.
‘‘With Father Shanley coming in, I hope
that we can work with him to bridge the
sometimes hostile gap between the
student body and the administration,” he
said. “We have an opportunity to
(address) each student’s voice and
concerns.”
Ryan Donnelly was president of his
student government executive board and
a student representative to an academic
council during high school.
Donnelly said he will try to improve
the relationship between class
representatives and members of the
Class of 2008. “I think there needs to
be more communication between the
class officers and the student body,” he
said.
Donnelly said he would like to plan
events such as “Red Sox game night”,
where students would watch a game
projected on Slavin lawn.
Along with class activities, he said he

Devin Driscoll ’08

Peter Boggeman ’08

Ryan Donnelly ’08

Nicole Picard ’08

Christina Nelson ’08

Chris Gunneson ’08

Mike Miller ’08

Litska Georgakilas ’08

Joe Richards ’08

Caitlin Rogers ’08

The Class of 2008 candidates are campaigning and preparing for next
week’s elections.
hopes to organize a service day, where
members of the class come together to
help clean up the campus and
surrounding areas. He said he also plans
on fundraising for the “Class of 2008
Emergency Fund.”
“Money would be raised for any
member of the class who has a family
emergency and needs immediate funds
if they or their family cannot afford the
necessary expenses to deal with their
situation,” Donnelly said.
Devin Driscoll said he wants to get
members of his class involved through
better advertising of events, saying that
“after a year, I don’t feel like that’s been
done at all.”
As treasurer of the Sailing team,
Driscoll said he is organized and able to
manage a large organization. He also
stressed that “communication is key,”
said his class needs more leadership.
Driscoll said he hopes to build on the
success of the Class of 2007’s “Almost
Done with Civ Barbecue” and “utilize
Slavin Lawn for some more movie
events.”
Candidates for vice president include
Christina Nelson ’08, Nicole Picard ’08

and Joe Richards ’08. To improve the
class, Picard said, “we just need to boost
spirit.” Richards said he is looking to
add more social events for the class,
including pre-game parties for varsity
sports. One of Nelson’s ideas is a Battle
of the Sexes event.
For treasurer, the candidates are Chris
Gunneson ’08 and Mike Miller ’08.
Gunneson said “a strong sense of our
funds” can improve her class. Miller
said he is looking for “more feedback
from the class members to find out if they
have any suggestions or ideas.”
Lista Georgakilas ’08 and Caitlin
Rogers ’08 are running for secretary.
Rogers said she is looking to ameliorate
“the lack of events that pertained to our
specific class.” Georgakilas said that
to keep class unity, “it is important to
maintain those traditional events” like
the Snowball.
Students running for Representative
positions are Mandee Adams ’08, Carlin
Danner ’08, Alli Frechette ’08, Susan
Gariglio ’08, Sarah Highland ’08, Tim
Kelly ’08, Katherine McGill ’08,
Kayleigh Pratt ’08, John Rubsum ’08,
Claire Sequin ’08 and David Socha ’08.

Philosophy:
Students present at

conference
continued from front page
response from another student, as well
as a question and answer session. Most
of the presentations had about 12 to 30
people in attendance, and each
presentation had at least seven people.
While most of the people who attended
were PC students, others students came
from as far as New Jersey City
University.
“I was very impressed by the number
of people who attended the presentations
of student papers,” Costello said. “We
had a fantastic turnout for individual
papers, even for professors. And it was
even more impressing that many
Providence College students stayed for
the entire day.”
Costello was also impressed by the
quality of the papers presented at the
conference. “Of the undergraduate
conferences that I have organized, this
is by far the most intellectually rigorous
and diverse group of student papers I’ve
ever seen,” he said. “I really enjoyed
watching PC students participate in
papers, ask questions of presenters and
make new contacts with students from
other schools. The conference confirmed
for me that philosophy really means
something important here at PC and that
students at PC really do care about the
discussion of ideas and of their human
experience.”

The conference confirmed
for me that philosophy
really means something
important here at PC and
that students at PC really
do care about the
discussion of ideas and of
their human experience.”
Dr. Peter Costello

According to Costello, the conference
was greatly helped by the group of six
students who helped to support and
organize the event. “We had a core group
of people who really planned everything
out and then followed up with the
judging of the papers and the set-up on
Saturday,” he said. “We’re planning this
as an annual event, and now we can build
on the success of the first conference
with an interested core of people who
are committed to making this happen
again.”
The students who helped organize the
conference were also pleased by the way
that the event turned out. “First of all,
the conference completely exceeded my
expectations,” said Joe Raho ’05. “The
topics were very interesting: ranging
from the Pre-Socratics and Plato to Just
War Theory, Post-modernism, Political
Philosophy,
Contemporary
Phenomenology, Descartes, Darwin, and
others,” he said. “It was a great event to
be engaged in philosophical debate and
consider some pressing issues.”
“We put a great deal of time and effort
to plan the event over a relatively short
span of time, and it paid off,” added Nick
Horman ’06. “The philosophy
conference was a great success, and was,
in my opinion, a life-affirming event,
exemplified by the numbers of
participants and spectators. Our hope is
that it will grow as an annual event and
spark critical thinking among the PC
campus and others alike.”
Kelly Jones ’07, was also involved
in planning the event. “Overall, the
conference really exceeded our
expectations,” she said. “We’re really
grateful to the people who showed up to
listen to our papers and to all the faculty
members who supported us, and we can’t
wait until next year!”
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Blend: Groups hope to increase participation
continued from front page
experiencing cultures is “a part of
college” and that PC isn’t as diverse as
it should be, “especially since the city is
so diverse.”
Gomez expressed a similar opinion.
“If you’re going to graduate with a
degree .. . you should know something
about handling diversity,” he said,
adding that “this campus isn’t
representative of the real world.”
“I think more important than racial
diversity... is diversity of thought,” said
Gomez, who feels that the school would
benefit from more students of different
creeds and philosophies.
This past Saturday the African
American Society hosted a Glow Party.
“It was a great time and it had a great
turnout,” -said Mike Pennuto ’07,
secretary of Circolo Italiano and next
year’s BMSA secretary.
Diana Vembenil ’06, a member of the
Asian American Club and BMSA vice
president for next year, agreed with
Pennuto. “It really was a great success,
but again, considering the size of PC and
the fact this was a free event . . . there
should have been more people there.”
“The ‘same crowd’ was there, all
Afro-Am and BMSA exec members,”
said Polyana DeOliveira ’07, next year’s
BMSA president.
Some students at PC admittedly
have not attended BMSA events, but
not for a lack of interest. When
questioned why she had not attended,
Veronica Bernardo ’08 said, “I’ve
never really heard of any.”
Amy Pescosolido ’06, who has
attended some events in the past said,
“I think they were pretty poorly
attended. There was not much
advertising for them.” Mike Batcheller
’06 reflected similar views, saying,

“I’ve never even heard of that group.”
BMSA and the cultural clubs try to
cultivate a more diverse crowd and
draw students who are not members.
“Whenever I do an event... I try to
get a diverse audience,” said Gomez,
“because if not, who’s learning from it?”
“I went to a Latin Party at Brown the
night before, and that party just blew me
away . . . they were playing Salsa,
Merengue, Bachata, Reggaeton, and not
even a quarter of the people there were
Latin ... I know this is something we
won’t be able to see here at PC anytime
soon, but I think it’s something we
should strive for as an ultimate goal,”
said DeOliveira.
The most popular events seem to be
the food-oriented ones, such as Amigos
Unidos’ “Sabor Latino” and Asian-Am’s
‘Taste of Asia.’ “These food events turn
out great crowds of all different types of
people,” said Pennuto.
Other events, however, like AfroAm’s “Steppin’ Thru Time” fashion
show, are largely attended by people
within the sponsoring society.
Vembenil has been involved in
BMSA for three years. “I can definitely
see the attendance number at the BMSA
events on campus slowly growing,” she
said.
“Very rarely do people who don’t
know someone in the club or know
something about the club attend events,”
said Pennuto, who hopes to change that
next year and make BMSA a more
familiar name.
“So many people complain or joke
about the ‘lack of diversity’ of our PC
campus, but how many of them have
been to an event where they can
experience all the different cultures and
backgrounds that we do come from and
we do have to offer each other?” said
Vembenil.
Vembenil’s parents immigrated from

India more than 20 years ago. “They
have instilled in me a great knowledge
and a great sense of where I come from
and what my roots are,” she said.
During her childhood, Vembenil
learned the Malayalam language and
took Indian music and dance lessons,
which have enabled her to teach
traditional Indian dances that will be
performed on April 23 at BMSA’s
“Cultural Kaleidoscope.”
“The majority of the people in the
dances are not of Indian descent, yet they
take the time out to come to practices
and learn something new so that we can
offer our talents and what we’ve all
learned to the whole PC community,”
said Vembenil.
Jessica Trejos ’06, president of
Amigos Unidos, didn’t become
interested in her Nicaraguan heritage
until high school when she started taking
Spanish classes.
Her parents, after struggling in their
youth due to the language and culture
barrier, raised her to be Americanized.
“Being Nicaraguan-American gives
me such a sense of pride . . . and it’s
something I want to share with as many
people as possible,” she said.
Trejos stressed that BMSA and the
affiliated clubs are not just for people of
color. “BMSA is an organization for
everybody, and the entire PC campus
should support us because we exist for
them,” she said.
“I am not a minority, and you don’t
have to be a minority to be in any of the
cultural groups or in BMSA,” said
Pennuto. “You only have to have a desire
to learn and appreciate what that culture
has to offer.”
De Oliveira, for example, is an active
member of Fete Frangaise, Clube
Portuguese, and BMSA, and attends the
events sponsored by all the societies.
Born in Brazil, De Oliveira came to

the U.S. when she was a toddler and
describes her life as “completely
immersed in Brazilian culture at home.”
“I am very proud of my heritage,” she
said.
“My main goal [as president next
year] is to make BMSA a bigger
presence on campus. 1 hope to work with
BOP [Board of Programmers] and
Congress,” said De Oliveira.
She also expressed a particular
interest in drawing more non-minority
students. “1 get the sense that BMSA is
seen as a ‘club for students of
color’...white students on campus need
to realize that BMSA events are open to
everyone regardless of whether you are
of a certain race/ethnicity or not.”
De Oliveira emphasized that the
multicultural events are intended “to
promote awareness ... so that people
can learn about other cultures they may
be interested in.”
Though she admits that PC has a
“small percentage of minority students,”
De Oliveira said that “we have a very
large range of ethnic backgrounds.”
“If you go to an Amigos Unidos
meeting you see students from Puerto
Rico, the Dominican Republic, Peru, El
Salvador, Brazil, Bolivia, Cuba,
Nicaragua. If you go to an Asian Am
meeting there are Laotians, Chinese,
Indian, Bengali, Pakistani, Philipino,
Korean, Vietnamese. Even AfroAm,
despite the idea that it’s a club for ‘black
students,’ has people from Jamaica,
Haiti, and Liberia,” she said.
“I don’t think it’s a problem of
whether or not there are enough
“cultural” students on campus, but a
problem which we all know we have
here at PC—apathy—and especially an
apathy toward cultural appreciation,”
said De Oliveira.

Attention Students:

Secure Your Summer
Job Now

,

No experience necessary.
Work as a Machine Operator or Shipper in a fast paced auto
mated environment. Must be at least 18 years of age.

>

>
>
>
>

Potential to earn $14.55 hr incentive pay ($12.60/hr to
start)!
Also, earn $ 1.00/hr shift differential between 6pm and
6am
Opportunity to qualify for end of summer bonus (Average
student bonus = $400
May be eligible to apply for $1500 Annual Scholarship
Day, evening, and night shifts available with
3 days off per week!! (8 hour shifts')
or

4 days offper week

(10 or 12 hour shifts)

Don’t wait! Interview now for summer positions!
Train part time now to be ready for summer! We will work
around your school schedule!

If interested, cp.ll Gold Medal Bakery at 1-800-642-7568, ext 799
Or email dparent@goldmedalbakery.com
Or apply in person to 21 Penn St, Fall River, MA

Limited positions available

Earn an MS in Financial Planning from
Bentley and you’ll be ready for the future.
More importantly, so will your clients.
A Master of Science in
Financial Planning makes
you more valuable to your
company and your clients.
This program provides:

• The educational requirement
needed to sit for the Certified
Financial Planner (CFP®) exam
• The opportunity to earn
a Certificate in Taxation
at the same time

The 150 academic credit
hour requirement to sit
for the CPA exam in
many states, including
Massachusetts (with the
appropriate accounting
background), and the work
experience requirement
• Access to state-of-the-art
software in high-tech teaming
facilities, including the
Trading Room
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Greatest Show on Earth begins

Ask
PC

by Sarah Vaz ’07
Asst. World Editor

The year is 1271. After two years and
nine months with no pope, local
authorities at Viterbo decide to shut in
the electing cardinals within narrow
limits, in hopes of
NEWS hastening their decision.
ANALYSIS just days later, Gregory X
emerged as pope-elect and
the rich history of conclave begins.
Throughout its centuries long history,
conclave, the process by which the
College of Cardinals elects new popes,
had been suspended, reinstated, revoked,
and tampered with, until finally being
entered into canon law by Boniface VII.
Since that time, the world’s cardinals
have gathered together in confinement
to perform the solemn spiritual task of
electing a new leader for millions of
Catholics across the globe.
A combination of extensive formal
arrangement and detailed unwritten
code, the process of conclave is
seemingly incomparable to anything we
know about politics. There will be no
debates to win, no platforms to defend,
no positions to argue. In fact, the
cardinals will not even be allowed to
discuss candidates among themselves,
much less with the hungry media
patiently waiting outside.
It’s “the greatest show on earth,”
claims John L. Allen, a veteran Vatican
correspondent. “It’s the Roman Catholic
Church in a microcosm; a cocktail of
ritual, romance, and realpolitik.”
After the cardinals have conducted
the funeral rites for Pope John Paul II,
they will move into the Casa Santa
Marta, a $200 million facility built
exclusively for conclave in 1996. Here
they are confined together, allowed one
secretary and one servant. Conclave,
meaning literally “with a key” in Latin,
will begin having the cardinals pray in
the Pauline Chapel, and they will then
enter the Sistine Chapel, where voting
will take place. The door is to be locked
both from the inside and the outside.
Voting is typically done by secret
ballot. If there is no two-thirds plus one
majority, the ballots are burned and black
smoke billows from the chimney of the
chapel. Voting continues two times a day,
every day if no decision is reached. Pope
John Paul II authorized a simple majority
to be enacted should this exceed 12 days.
If the majority is reached, a chemical is
to be mixed in with the ballots to produce
the infamous white smoke, notifying

Is it right for Prince
Charles to get
remarried?

Cardinals met this week in Rome to prepare for Monday’s Conclave
to elect John Paul Il’s successor.
those waiting in the square of their new tenure will inevitably be shorter than the
pope.
26-year legacy of John Paul II.
The pope-elect is then asked whether Compared to him, who was elected at
he will accept his position, and age 58, most are between 60 and 70
immediately clothed in the papal years old. John Paul picked all but three
garments before announcing his election of the current cardinals, so the church
to the public, usually from the central is not expected to shift in any drastic
window overlooking the square.
direction. The only issue on the table
While everyone from the cardinals on seems to be collegiality, a technical term
down to housekeeping have been sworn for the wresting of power away from
to complete secrecy on penalty of the Vatican by bishops.
The procedure is secretive because
excommunication, supersensitive
equipment could still easily penetrate the conclave is intended to be an
conclave. The Vatican is working with enlightened procedure. A statement
Italian police and private security released by the Vatican said, “The
contractors in addition to its own experts cardinals renewed their insistent plea to
to prevent this. “It’s not as if it’s the first the people of God to accompany them
conclave we’ve handled,” assured one with intense prayers these days as they
official.
prepare for conclave and so that the
The cardinals may be forbidden to Holy Spirit guides the cardinal
speak among themselves about the electors.”
Despite the veil over the
election, but the public is certainly not.
A great deal of pressure is being placed proceedings, a few things seem almost
on the cardinals to choose the new pope crystal clear. Conclave is unlikely to
from the developing world, specifically choose another Pole, or anyone from
an African country, as Catholicisms’ Eastern Europe for that matter. They
numbers are strongest there, and the may shy away from chosing another
Italian, wanting to continue
growth of the faith is exponential.
These faithful recognize the success emphasizing the reach of the church.
of John Paul in drawing attention to the They are also unlikely to choose an
needs of his native Poland and all of American cardinal, in the face of
eastern Europe before the fall of the objections to American overreach in the
secular world.
Berlin wall.
Finally, anyone who lets his
Many questions linger overhead as
Monday’s conclave approaches, as many ambition show is likely to be punished
are not sure what direction the church for it in conclave. According to the
should proceed in a post-John Paul world. Vatican’s saying, “he who enters the
Many speculate that this is the reason conclave a pope, leaves it a cardinal.”
most cardinals being considered for Sources: Catholic Encylopedia,
candidacy are much more aged, as their Newsweek, Wired News, NBC

Taxpayers outraged over shady deals
by

Phoebe Patterson ’06
World Staff

Canadian Liberal Party’s popularity
plummeted last week as newly released
testimony exposed the Liberal
government’s funneling of federal funds
from a government
NEWS program to a select group
ANALYSIS of businesses. Following
a 1995 referendum, in
which Quebec voted by minuscule
margins to remain part of Canada, the
governing Liberal Party allocated
approximately $250 million in state
advertising funds to a project designed
to promote national unity.
However, in his testimony released
this week, Jean Brault, owner of the
Quebec
advertising
agency
Groupaction, detailed the agency’s
siphoning off of large portions of the
money to groups with ties to the Liberal
Party.
Brault alleges he took orders from
senior members of previous Liberal

Prime Minister Jean Chretien to put Bricker of Ipsos-Reid said.
While Martin was the Finance
Liberal Party workers on Groupaction s
payroll. Testimony indicated agencies did Minister at the time, he claims he knew
not follow accounting practices and i e nothing of the fraud. On Monday,
Martin, shouting over the members of
or no work was performed.
Auditor-General Sheila Frasier the House of Commons, explained he
maintains many of the transactions was the one who dissolved the program,
involved false invoices or contracts, or convened the commission to
no contracts at all. She described the investigate, and filed lawsuits against
misuse of federal funds as a “shocking 19 advertising agencies to recover the
waste of taxpayer’s money.”
government funds.
Upon testifying before the public
Regardless of whether he knew of
inquiry in February, Chretien told the plot, Martin may have to take the
officials the program was a patriotic fall, because the scandal has
attempt to defend Canada’s interests in undermined the people’s confidence in
Quebec. ‘ It mistakes were made, those the Liberal’s leadership of the
responsible should be brought to justice,” government. Despite a pledge from
Chretien said.
Martin to get to the bottom of the
With decreasing support for the corruption scandal, support for the
Liberal Party, current Prime Minister Paul Liberal Party has dropped in almost
Martin’s chances for a reelection in May every region of Canada. A poll
look bleak. According to an Ipsos-Reid conducted by the Toronto Star showed
poll, support for the Liberal Party has the Conservative Party would easily win
dropped from 48 percent to 39 percent. the elections if they were held today.
Outside of an election period I’ve never Sources: BBC, Associated Press
seen numbers move like this,” Darrell

“Oh, they got married?”

Ian O’Keeffe ’07, Frances Ford
’07, Matt Cirincione ’07

“Yeah, it’s the twenty-first
century, and he should be able to
do what he wants as Prince.”

Jaimie Gainor ’08

“Sure, if he wants to. ’

Erin Gilmore ’08 and
Kaitlin Beauchamp ’08

I think it’s okay because he
waited a while.”

Tom Flanagan ’08

Compiled by Julianne Spohrer ’07
amd Allison Herrmann ’07
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Week in Review
Compiled by Nicole Chismar ’07

Local

Breakpoint Cafe loses license
The Providence Board of Licenses
revoked the license of the popular
Chalkstone
Avenue
nightclub
Breakpoint Cafe on Sunday. With a
unanimous 3-0 vote from the board,
spokesperson Arline
Feldman
announced that the club “violated the
terms of its liquor license most recently
by not doing more to prevent a stabbing
outside the club on February 26.”
Also, a number of incidents have
been linked to the Breakpoint Cafe,
including a shooting in 2002 and at least
two violations for underage drinking.
Although the club owners vowed to
closely adhere to the board’s
requirements, neighborhood residents
are still not convinced that the problem
has been solved.
National

Middle School counterfeit scheme
A sixth-grade student and two of his
friends were suspended in West Seattle,
Wash., Monday after being accused of
using phony dollar bills made on a home
computer. The students, who used the
money to buy food in the school
cafeteria, produced 20 fake dollar bills
and distributed them among their
classmates.
Assistant principal Patti Spencer of
James Madison Middle School, called
the police the next day and said that,

“people in the lunch room were told to
watch for more counterfeit money.” The
King County Prosecutor’s Office is
currently reviewing the case and deciding
whether or not to file charges.
International

Earthquake rocks Loyalty Islands
The U.S. Geological Survey
announced on Tuesday that a 6.7
magnitude earthquake struck the Loyalty
Islands in the South Pacific. The quake
began its rage “shortly after 1 :()0 p.m.
ET, and was centered about 180 miles
from the closest island,” the USGS said.
However, according to the Tsunami
Warning Center, which based its
estimates on historical earthquake and
tsunami data, determined that a
destructive tsunami was not generated by
the quake. Comprised of 761 square
miles, and consisting of the islands of
Ouvea, Lifou, and Mare, the Loyalty
Islands reach a sea level no higher than
300 feet.
Legal

Stewart denied new sentence
On Monday, U.S. District Judge
Miriam Goldman Cedarbaum rejected
Martha Stewart’s plea for a new sentence
in relation with her conviction last year
on criminal charges related to her sale of
Imclone stock. Cedarbaum sentenced
Stewart last July to five months in prison,
as well as five months of home detention

and two years of probation.
Completing her prison term last
month, Stewart has been “mostly
confined to her Bedford, N.Y. home ever
since.” In the court ruling signed on
Monday, Cedarbaum noted, “Defendant
Stewart should not be treated differently
from any other person convicted of the
crimes of which she was convicted.” A
decision on Stewart’s appeal is expected
early next month.
Sports

Tiger ends drought with Masters win
Tiger Woods proved he was more
than just a youthful prodigy and has the
makings of a true professional with his
fourth Masters win this week. Woods had
experienced a major championship
drought between the 2002 U.S. Open and
this weekend’s win. “I hit some beautiful
golf shots and I hit some bad ones,” Tiger
said, “but when you’re out there playing
you’ve got to trust what you've got.”
At just 29 years old, Woods is now
the only one in the running for the Grand
Slam, which would be possible with
wins at the U.S. Open, British Open, and
PGA Championship, all in the coming
months. Ironically, his chance comes on
the 75th anniversary of Bobby Jones’
Grand Slam, considered by many to be
the greatest of its kind.
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Oddly
Enough
Jail time likely for music
blasting neighbor
Have your neighbors had one too
many loud nights this year? This is one
unique form of revenge one woman in
Tokyo Japan resorted to.
For almost two consecutive years, 58year-old Miyoko Kawahara blasted rock
music at her 64-year-old neighbor.
Kawahara was arrested after her neigh
bor filed a complaint against her citing
that she caused her insomnia and chronic
headaches.
Police said that Kawahara had been
playing loud, fast-paced dance music in
a portable stereo directed at her
neighbor’s house 24 hours a day since
November 2002.
Police were prompted to arrest
Kawahara after her neighbor’s diagno
sis of headaches and insomnia was
linked to the noise. The motive for
Kawahara’s harassment has not yet been
determined.
Police did say that there had been
trivial disagreements in the past between
the two women but would not comment
further on them. In Japan, if convicted
of causing injury to another person one
could face up to 10 years in prison or a
hefty fine.

Source: Associated Press
Sources: Providence Journal, Reuters,
BBC, Associated Press

—Kim Krijpa ’07

college Harvard appoints new fun czar
News
by

Sarah Vernon ’07
World Staff

Harvard University, known for its
rigorous academic standards, has re
cently turned its attention to a different,
sometimes overlooked aspect of college
life. Last week, the university appointed
Justin H. Haan the new “fun czar” for
the school. Hann, who officially holds
the title of Campus Life Fellow for the
Harvard University Management Fel
lowship Program, bears a weighty, of
ten tricky, responsibility: the promotion
of fun on campus.
Before finally selecting Haan, a
group of Harvard administrators and
representatives from the Undergraduate
Council underwent a month of difficult
deliberations. In the end, after an in
tense interview process, they chose
Haan over the significant, competitive

Weekly

Spotlight

applicant pool of 11 other seniors.
The new post, which Haan will as
sume officially on July 5, was established
out of the position of special assistant to
the dean for social programming, a job
now held by Zac A. Corker ’04. It is the
first and only management fellowship
offered by the University. According to
Paul J. McLoughlin II, the assistant dean
of the college, the goal is for Haan to
work with both students and administra
tors to “bring their ideas into fruition.”
Haan’s credentials include editing the
newspaper, The Harvard Crimson, as
well as directing the Harvard Concert
Commission (HCC). As director of the
HCC, he was involved in bringing such
musical groups such as Busta Rhymes
and Bob Dylan to campus.
Harvard administrators seemed
thrilled that so many were interested in
the job. The Crimson reported the asso
ciate dean of the university Judith H.
Kidd as stating, “It is really exciting to
see so many seniors who are interested

in working in higher education in gen
eral, and student life in particular.” She
pointed out that all the applicants were
“terrific” making the selection process
challenging.
Haan’s goals include helping students
to understand how to work through the
sometimes tiresome bureaucratic process
to achieve their objectives. He hopes to
make the process smoother for student
groups working with the administration.
According to Corker, campus social
life is an essential aspect of the college
experience, one that is not to be over
looked. He expressed the hope that, with
Justin’s help, students will realize that
there is, surprisingly enough, more to
college than just work. The Crimson re
corded Corker as stating, “If that’s all
we were about then we’d be MIT!”
Part of Haan’s vision is reaching out
to freshmen, ensuring that they too en
gage in fun and socialization. To this
end, he hopes to revamp the freshman
orientation and student activities fair.

In addition, Haan hopes to gain valu
able insights from other schools, where
students are perhaps more skilled and
experienced at having fun. During the
summer he hopes to meet with such ex
perts, students, and administrators from
other universities. By observing how
other schools improve their students’
social life, he hopes to give a boost to
Harvard’s.
Haan has already taken some steps
toward his goal. He helped Corker plan
and put on a Pub Night. As a new de
velopment, he also has proposed using
technology to put up a website with a
calendar of fun events.
But the first step for Haan will be a
practical one. He hopes to move his of
fice to a more visible location. This, he
hopes, will make him more accessible
to the student body. As the assistant dean
Paul J. McLoughlin stated, “He’s ready,
he’s listening.”
Source: Harvard Crimson

Charles and Camilla get their chance

World Staff
Great Britain’s Prince Charles, heir
to the throne and son of reigning
monarch Queen Elizabeth, was married
for the second time last Saturday, to
longtime mistress Camilla Parker
Bowles, now the Duchess of Cornwall.
The marriage marks the end of a
rocky preparation process that was
characterized by setback after setoack.
Bowles had been criticized heavily,
some saying that she had ruined the
marriage of Charles and the late Princess
Diana, largely causing their 1996
divorce.
The British people have accepted her
for the most part, although rejecting the
idea that she would be called Queen
Camilla, which would be the norm, as
the wife of the King is given the title
Queen, even though she is not the
reigning monarch.
Bowing to this pressure, the royal
family has said that Bowles will take the
title of Princess Consort. Upon the death
of his mother, Prince Charles will be

King Charles III.
Almost immediately following the
announcement that the two were to be
married, the wedding was marred almost
constantly by questions of legality and
custom. Originally, it had been planned
that the wedding would be held in
Windsor Castle, 30 miles outside
London. However, because of legal
concerns, it was moved to the town hall
in Windsor, a comparatively modest
building, for a half-hour civil ceremony
followed by a religious blessing by the
Archbishop of Canterbury, head of the
Church of England.
Finally, when Pope John Paul II died
and the funeral was scheduled for the
same day as the wedding, the royal
family had to postpone it for one day.
Prince Charles attended the funeral in
Rome, and returned to be married the
following day. The ceremony was small,
with less than 30 guests, including Prince
Charles’ two sons, William and Harry,
and Camilla’s two children from her first
marriage. After the ceremony, thousands
of people, mostly well-wishers, lined the
streets with signs and flags.
There was much discussion
concerning the fact that the queen opted

Sadly, the royal wedding drew fewer
watchers than a sitcom wedding
airing on Friday, the night before
the royal ceremony.
not to attend the civil marriage
ceremony, but only to attend the religious
blessing, which was aired on television.
It was viewed as a snub by some, a sign
of the queen’s displeasure at the
marriage.
However, she offered her best wishes.
“The Duke of Edinburgh [the queen’s
husband] and I are very happy that the

Prince of Wales and Mrs. Parker Bowles
are to marry. We have given them our
warmest good wishes for their future
together,” she said in a statement from
London’s Buckingham Palace. The royal
family said that the queen did not attend
the marriage in order to keep the
ceremony “low-key.”
At the Christian blessing ceremony,
there were around 750 to 800 guests,
including heads of state, foreign
monarchs, and celebrities.
There was much attention given to the
fact that Prince Charles and Camilla
would recite lines from the Book of
Common Prayer which gives repentance
to God for sins “against thy Divine
Majesty, Provoking most justly thy wrath
and indignation against us.” The two
then vowed to be faithful to each other,
having been famously adulterous in each
of their previous marriages. Camilla’s
first husband was present at the marriage
ceremony. The two will spend their
honeymoon at Scotland’s Balmoral
Castle.

Sources: CNN, AP, Newsday, British
Monarchy (royal.gov.uk), Washington
Post
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Kicking butts
Little Rhody
tells its smokers
to hit the streets,
and although we
are not left out
in the cold, we
ask, what right
do they have?
Leslie Nevola ’06
Commentary Staff

by

On March 1,2005, Rhode Is
land became the seventh state
to ban smoking in nearly every
indoor public space, joining
. New York,
RHODE Connecticut,
ISLAND | Maine, Dela1 ware, Califor
nia, and Massachusetts.
Smoking is now prohibited
in restaurants, bowling alleys,
malls, homes used to provide
daycare, and vehicles used by
more than one person for work.
The only permanent exemp
tions are bars that take in half
of their entire revenue from the
sale of tobacco—which are rare
due to the dramatic rise in to
bacco prices—and gambling fa
cilities such as Lincoln Park.
Businesses themselves are li
able for breaking this new law,
not smokers. Fines range from
$250 for the first offense, to
$500 for the second, and $ 1,000
for each additional violation.
Nowhere in my neighbor
hood in Cranston, nor on cam
pus, nor anywhere else, have I
heard any objections to this new
law. So, I will be the first.
Why am I upset? Let me put
it in terms that a college student
is pretty sure to understand:
What would you do if alcohol
consumption in public places
was prohibited? Allow me to
compare alcohol use and ciga
rette smoking, for those skep
tics out there. Both are bad hab
its, both for their obnoxiousness
and for health reasons. Both dis
turb and often enrage bystand
ers. Both lead to diseases—one
primarily attacks the liver, the
other primarily the lungs and
throat. Neither is illegal—yet.
The failure of Prohibition in the
1920s has kept many an alco
hol-regulating law off the
books. But suddenly there is a
groundswell of support for more
and more regulation of smok
ing.
Do not get me wrong—I
think the habit is vile, myself.
And with all the risks involved
in taking it up, I do not see the
point. But then again, I feel the
same way about drinking for the
same reasons, and nobody else
seems to be in such a hurry to
ban that. Is this a case of selec
tive government discrimina
tion? I believe it is.
Proponents of the ban can
cite as many examples as they
want about the effects of sec
ond-hand smoke on nonsmok
ers. I will come right back and

ask: How many times has a per
son consumed liver-damaging
alcohol for the simple reason
that he/she is standing next to
someone who is also drinking?
As students, most of you will be
able to answer right away that
sometimes the only reason
someone drinks is because the
alcohol is there. Joe Bystander
may not have gone to the bar to
get a drink, but when he left,
there was one in his hand.
Sure, I am stretching the
analogy a bit, but you get my
point. Public alcohol consump
tion is not different enough to
be passed over when such strin
gent legislation is made to pro
hibit smoking in public. And no
one would vote for a ban on
public drinking.
Not only is the smoking ban
injudicious, it is also unconsti
tutional. It is a state-sanctioned
regulation of each Rhode
Islander’s personal life.
Would you allow the govern
ment to mandate a ban on eat
ing at Burger King, because ul
timately (research has been
done), it will give you a heart
attack? I certainly would not.
And I am sure my gentle reader
has read the statement and
laughed appropriately at its ri
diculous nature. “No one would
let the government pass a law
like that.’’ Oh really? Then how
did they pass the smoking ban?
Tell me that?
If ever there were a time to
invoke the implied right to pri
vacy that is so often misused
today by the courts, the time
would be now. Imagine that you
just turned 21, and want to go
out to celebrate with your crew.
You get to the restaurant, and
the host tells you, “Sorry, you’re
going to have to take your Long
Island Iced Tea to one of these
designated alcohol-consuming
areas.” He hands you a photo
copied map of the city with
about ten blue dots on it, indi
cating designated drinking ar
eas, and moves on to the next
customer. I think I would be so
traumatized, I would never go
there for a drink or anything else
ever again.
This is what smokers face
now that the ban is in place. It
is not even a matter of going
outside to smoke any more. You
can be ticketed by a policeman
and fined for doing that. People
may even call the cops on you
for smoking. Can you see the
stupidity?
Luckily, many Rhode Is
landers are aware of the prob
lem, and have taken the matter
to court. On March 29, a group
of bar and restaurant owners
contested the constitutionality
of the smoking ban.
Rhode Island lawmakers are
considering at least amending
the statewide smoking ban in
light of a Newport Superior
Court judge’s ruling that certain
exemptions in the law were ir
rational, and therefore unconsti
tutional. Hopefully, this ridicu
lous law will soon be off the
books, and we can go on pre
tending that Rhode Island is not
as socialist as it really is.

Learning the facts about fiction
by Adam D. Roach ’06
Commentary Staff

I did not care where the au
thor of my history text book—
The American Pageant—went
to college, and I could not fig
ure why my
teacher Robert
NATION
Deasy, associate

professor of his
tory, cared. Nonetheless the
question was on my first exam.
Upon reflection, I realized that
Deasy taught me a valuable les
son that everyone ought to
know. One must evaluate his or
her sources and make sure they
are reliable.
This lesson has proven rel
evant in light of Cardinal
Tarcisio Bertone’s absurd con
demnation of Dan Brown’s The
Da Vinci Code. Bertone—who
seems to have a lot of time on
his hands—has gone after the
novel and Brown with remark
able fervor and zeal. His re
quested boycott of the novel—
which has printed 29 million
copies—borders on hilarity.
Certainly Brown is histori
cally inaccurate and twists the
truth in order to mold his story
of Robert Langdon’s European
grail-hunt. Brown’s claims—
regarding Da Vinci’s intentions,
about such paintings as “The
Last Supper” and “Madonna on
the Rocks”—have never been
made by any art historians. In
addition, Brown fills in missing
statements in Gnostic texts in
order to bolster his argument
that Jesus and Mary Magdalene
were married. It is obvious that
The Da Vinci Code is not a true
historical account.
Some would argue that the
problem with The Da Vinci

Code is not that it includes false
information, but that Brown af
firms, both publicly and on the
first page of the novel, that his
contentions are true. Despite
Brown’s affirmation, it states
right on the cover that The Da
Vinci Code is a novel. Even a
third grader at St. Pat’s knows
that a novel is not a historical
account and that a novelist is not
an historian.
Bertone’s outrage regarding
the novel shrouds the many
positives produced by The Da
Vinci Code. For a student Provi
dence College, The Da Vinci
Code offers a plethora of refer
ences to notable figures in the
development of destern civili
zation. The novel references
such key figures as Constantine,
Newton, Pope, and Wren. The
novel makes the reader think
critically about the disciplines
of theology, history, literature,
and architecture. Anything that
promotes discussion regarding
such topics, and makes such
topics more intriguing, is a posi
tive good. Take it from me—a
Civ fan.
Even without the Civ refer
ences, The Da Vinci Code is
quite simply a fantastic pageturner. People who barely com
plete their reading for classlet alone pick up a novel for the
purposes of pleasure reading—
have started reading the novel
and have been consumed by its
engrossing plot. Is a revitaliza
tion of pleasure reading some
thing that should be con
demned? Should something that
bolsters interest in Civ be boy
cotted? Most Civ professors
would probably say no.
The novel as a genre often
serves as a vessel for a deeper

message that is not revealed in
the basic plot. Brown definitely
takes some jabs at the Catholic
Church, and although his plot
premises may be false, some of
his underlying messages should
be taken seriously. One central
message would be that the role
of women in the Catholic
Church is currently undesirable.
Brown’s criticism should cer
tainly not be grounds for con
demnation. Some of the most
important works studied in the
Civ classroom are criticisms of
the
Church,
including
Chaucer’s The Canterbury
Tales and Voltaire’s Candide.
Boycotting these works would
be unthinkable.
The Catholic Church finds
itself in a time of great transi
tion. Much is at stake and there
are many issues that the Church
will have to face in the coming
years. The Bertone condemna
tion is a laughable mistake and
a gross misallocation of the
Church’s attention. The reader
of The Da Vinci Code should
keep in mind that the novel is a
work of fiction and is histori
cally inaccurate. One should
also respect the true accounts of
the life of Jesus Christ and re
spect the fact that these accounts
are centrally important to Chris
tians throughout the world. It
should be kept in mind that
Brown wants to sell books and
that by affirming that his novel
is true he will do just that.
The fact that The Da Vinci
Code is being read is not the
threat here. The fact that Cardi
nal Bertone is trying to take the
right to enjoy this excellent
novel from his fellow Catholics
with the zeal of the Inquisition
is the real threat.

Is there room for everybody in Elmhurst?
Kate Farrell ’07
Commentary Staff

by

Rivalry pervades many as
pects of life. Sports, Holly
wood, and music are all
wrought with contention. The
Yankees and Red
LOCAL Sox, actresses Hi
lary Swank and
Annette Benning,
Britney Spears, and Christina
Aguilera; each side tries to win
the most games, or earn the
most awards.
College is no different. In
sports, we try to crush Boston
College’s attendance records
with our “Black Out” games. If
we lose in hockey, we swear we
will beat them in basketball. But
lately I have noticed a new type
of rivalry plaguing Providence
College. It is not about sports
or entertainment; it is about de
fending our turf.
At many off-campus estab
lishments, I have noticed an in
flux of Johnson and Wales stu
dents. Also, Johnson and Wales
frat houses litter Eaton Street
and Pembroke Avenue along
with our own off-campus
houses. Although neighbors, we
generally do not seem to get
along. It seems that we have ste-

reotyped each other past the
point of uniting as collegiate
brethren, although we share
similar lifestyles.
We both go to college. We
both go to the same places when
classes end. We both find the
greasy gourmet of Golden Crust
irresistable after hours. But
these similarities do not seem to
foster friendships. PC kids do
not seem to greet Johnson and
Wales students like they would
other PC kids. Sure, you might
not know someone that well but
you see them in the same area
week after week and that affords
a sense of familiarity. Should
this custom change because one
of these everyday people attend
a particular school?
Why the wall? Is it really
because we are “stuck-up,
spoiled preps,” and they are
“ghetto trash?” Why all the ste
reotyping and fighting?
Many PC kids find a prob
lem with “J Woo” students com
ing to our bars, and living in our
houses. They are on our turf.
But since when has attending a
certain college been equivalent
to being in a gang? Many at PC
claim that JWU kids instigate
these fights. I have seen this
happen; however, I have also

seen fights started by PC kids
as well. These brawls are al
ways about something trivial,
like a dirty look or a spilt drink.
The Princeton Review rates
Providence College as the third
most homogenous school in the
country. This is largely out of
the students’ hands. However, it
does explain our affinity for
neat social bubbles. Have we
digressed so far that we can not
even think about befriending
people who are not part of our
little world? Is a collar-popped
Polo shirt and a PC ID card nec
essary for social acceptance?
Believe me, I am a big ad
vocate for Abercrombie and
Fitch, but should this be the ba
sis on which we judge people?
Sure, we do not all dress the
same, we do not all listen to the
same music, and we assume that
we do not come from similar
backgrounds. JWU kids most
likely feel threatened in PC
dominated neighborhoods. Of
ten when people feel insecure,
they lash out.
Whether this is a case of
mob mentality, or the reactions
of a repressed minority, these
feelings of resentment need to
stop—our Friday and Saturday
nights depend on it.
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Letters to the Editor:
On the passing of Pope John Paul II
The “Culture of Death” that Pope
John Paul II referred to throughout his
26-year reign about the Western world
proved to be significant within the circle
of traditionalists and ultraconservative
Catholics, but irrelevant in the West. The
“Holy Father” held views that are not
agreeable to the majority of people in
America, Europe and other enlightened
nations. The main issues he upholds are
condemnation of birth control, homo
sexuality (though he claims to stand up
for the marginalized populations of the
world), married priests, stem-cell re
search and the full equality of women.
The Pope played a vital political role
in bringing about the end of Soviet-style
communism and in healing the Church’s
relationship with the Jewish community.
These actions are paralleled by his at
tack on liberation theology in Latin
America and his failure to deal seriously
with priests who committed rape. Over
10 years ago the pedophile issue was out

Jefferey Rosenzweig ’06

The needle and the damage done to baseball
Since I do not recall either Henry
Aaron—who was subjected to racial pro
filing during his record setting career
(755 homeruns)—or George Herman
“Babe” Ruth—who liked to eat hot
dogs—ever using illegal drugs to en
hance their slugging power, I am disap
pointed with both the New York Yankees
Captain Derek Jeter and Manager Joe
Torre for disagreeing with Republican
Senator Jim Bunning of Kentucky.
A Hall of Fame pitcher; Bunning tes
tified on March 17, 2005 in a steroids
hearing before the House Government
Reform Committee which wants base
ball to toughen its policy against perfor
mance enhancing drugs.
I am more disappointed with Man
ager Joe Torre—who as a player was a
contemporary of Sen. Bunning—for say
ing “That’s a little tough. Some of the
names that have come up—it would be
hard to believe those weren’t good play
ers before this question came about. It’s
really tough to eliminate some of the
things they have done.”
I disagree with Manager Torre and
agree with Sen. Bunning that if players
are using illegal drugs their records
should be erased.
By the way, the New York Yankee’s
Jason Giambi said he had no interest in
the hearings and has no interest in the

hearings and has not denounced steroid
use or mentioned the word in public this
year. I find it ironic that Yankee third
baseman Alex Rodriguez was watching
Oprah during the hearings. Yankee Mike
Mussina said “Not interested: Don’t
care.”
Since Manager Torre has players who
do not care, I find it incomprehensible
for fans to root for the Yankees in the
near future. I have never been a Boston
Red Sox fan. I am rooting this year for
the Washington Nationals not to finish
in the cellar and hopefully they are free
of illegal drugs.
Since Mark McGwire (583
homeruns) stonewalled by repeatedly
refusing during this Congressional Hear
ing to say whether he used steroids while
he played, then until he does, he should
not be considered to enter the Baseball
Hall of Fame. After all, baseball’s great
est hitter—Pete Rose—is not in the Hall
of Fame.
Mr. McGwire said “I’m not here to
talk about the past.” I wish to mention
to Mr. McGwire that baseball history in
the past teaches its philosophy in the
present for the future.

Russel P. Demoe ’73
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Who needs the iPod?
Just take a walk, man
by

of the box, and he vowed to make
changes, but recently when the U.S.
Bishops proposed a zero-tolerance
policy, the Vatican reached out to allow
some priests another chance. He did
state that a “dark shadow of suspicion is
cast over all the fine priests who perform
their ministry with honesty and integ
rity,” but that only implies that the Pope’s
first thoughts on the issue were with the
members of the clergy, rather than the
victimized little boys.
Over the last decade JPII has been
relatively quiet and non-reactive; it
might be the case that his decision not
to step away from the reign that he was
so re-energized, was his biggest flaw.
Contradiction is evident in his contempt
for the same consumerist, efficiency and
control-based, media-driven economy
that he embraced to become a global
celebrity.

Moderator: Mr. Richard F. Kless
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Stephan B. Delbos ’05
Portfolio Staff

There is nothing like a good walk.
In our times of hustle and bustle, walking
remains one of life’s simple pleasures.
It is a pleasure that harkens back to a
different time, an
easier time—and a
LEISURE time, perhaps—when
everyone was not in
such a hurry to get where they were
going. Sadly, research shows that
walking is quickly becoming a forgotten
art. People who live in metropolitan
areas like New York City walk less than
anyone else in the entire world. Potential
walkers have been relegated to cars and
public transportation, surely out of fear
of traffic and short piers. Generally
speaking however, walking remains the
safest mode of transport available.
Not only is walking safe, but it is
thoroughly enjoyable. In fact, some of
the best moments of my life have
occurred while I was walking. Once,
when I was 12 years old, I found a five
dollar bill on the sidewalk, just down the
street from my house. Finding money
is not all that uncommon for walkers.
During one dark and greedy period of
my life, 1 believed that I would find more
money if I covered more ground. I took
to driving a car with my head hanging
out the window, looking for money. I did
not find any, but I did run into three
parked cars...at the same time.
Of course, my passion for walking
is not totally in-born. I have had a few
inspirational walkers in my life. The first
and most important was a little old
woman named—oddly enough—Mrs.
Walker. She used to take my nursery

school class on nature walks. Once a
week we ventured into the woods with
Mrs. Walker and were held in awe as she
pointed out the names of various flowers
and birds with a seeming encyclopedic
knowledge. We also had bike day in
nursery school. Once a week all of the
students would bring in their bikes and
we would ride around in circles in the
parking lot. On the first bike day I
showed up with my rusty old bike and
was quickly made fun of by the older
kids on their shiny new bikes. One of
them may have stuck a stick in my
spokes. I never rode a bike again.
In later years, I would often see Mrs.
Walker strolling through town, often
miles away from her home. She walked
with a sense of duty and purpose, as if
she knew that any minute, people would
take to their feet and follow her wherever
she might be going. To the best of my
knowledge however, the pedestrian
revolution never got off the ground. A
few years ago, Mrs. Walker walked off
into the sunset and was never seen or
heard from again. When I think of her
after all these years, what I remember
most is her passion for walking and her
high-pitched old lady voice yelling at
nursery school children not to pick the
flowers.
Friends! The weather is with us!
Spring has come! Do yourself a favor,
cast off your jackets and your anchors
and hit the road. Stroll leisurely, saunter,
amble, meander, wander, just go. And
wherever you go, go with dignity,
purpose and power. The poet philosopher
LaoT’Zu once said “The journey of one
thousand miles starts with a single step.”
See you on the sidewalk.

Tangents and Tirades
Flock fighting for good Snaps for SHEPARD and their efforts to raise awareness
about gay issues and diversity on the Providence College campus. Wednesday, April
13, marked the annual Day of Silence, where SHEPARD (Stopping Homophobia,
Eliminating Prejudice, and Restoring Dignity) members and their allies engaged in
a day-long vow of silence, representing the silence of LGBTQQ (lesbian, gay, bi
sexual, transgender, queer, and questioning) people and their allies due to discrimi
nation and harassment. As a participant for two years, it has been an eye-opening
experience and I encourage members of the student body and faculty to participate
next year. Though many members of the Providence College community may not
agree with the issues surrounding this event, I challenge these people not to agree
with the duty to defend every human’s basic right to dignity and freedom of expres
sion.—Colleen Flynn ’07
Winter sports, gone to the dogs Well, the winter athletic season has come to a
close and the state of Providence’s winter sports is not that great. Our men’s
basketball squad had a painfully disappointing year, men’s hockey never seemed to
be able to grab a win when it needed one, and the women’s basketball season was
rough at best. The only promising major winter sport was women’s hockey which
continued to impress. But after a season of general disappointments, I can think of
only one reason for our general athletic malaise. Where is that friendly dog on the
sidelines? Oh where is our spotted friend leading our school to victory? What
happened to the dalmatian that stood quiet—but firm—on the sidelines of hockey,
basketball, and long ago football games? We lost Friar Boy last year and the time
has come for him to return to remind the world that small Catholic colleges can
play with the big boys. The time has come to bring him back and a small grass
roots campaign is beginning. Friar Boy will return and lead the Friars to victory
while howling the tune to “When the saints go marching in!”

—Terrence Sweeney ’06
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Terminal
Cathlocity
by Jonathan Pitts ’06
Guest Commentary

In his article, "PC best when wear
ing true colors” (March 17, 2005),
Terrence Sweeney ’06 continually em
phasizes the need for “diverse kinds of
higher education” fearACADEMIA higher will blend
into some sort of ideo
logical mish-mash. I
think he has presented an important
problem in American education, but has
not found an adequate solution.
The zeal with which Sweeney speaks
of our Catholic education has severely
clouded his judgment on a number of
important issues. He cries for Provi
dence College to maintain—if not step
up—its Catholic identity and not suc
cumb to what he calls “modernity.”
However, this fear of modernity seems
to border on censorship. Labeling non
Catholic thought as “modernity” dem
onstrates an explicit contradiction with
the notion of progressive thought. By
taking a stand against modernity, one
freezes the powers of the human intel;
lect to develop new solutions to moral
problems.
Our education should contribute to a
society that embraces open-mindedness
and positive dialogue. As a Catholic uni
versity, PC’s goal should focus on giv
ing students enough respect as to present
them with a balanced liberal arts educa
tion, and let them decide how Catholi
cism can be a part of their lives.
Sweeney’s article states that, “Catho
lic colleges are meant to nurture aca
demic pursuits with the constant belief
that they know what the source of truth
is.” This statement dismisses the possi
bilities of truth outside of the Church. I
agree that “being a Catholic college can
not end at the classroom door or the
Chapel limits,” but I am curious how that
relates to supporting a repressive resi
dential policy.
In his article, Sweeney has elected
himself to speak on the behalf of all
Catholics, including myself. Should we
pursue our studies without ever think
ing on our own since certain truths are a
priori in our religion? As intelligent
Catholics we should seek to strengthen
our faith by questioning it and modify
ing it when necessary.
Sweeney then denounces The Vagina
Monologues as a disgusting symbol of
sin, pointing to statements like “my cli
toris is my essence” as verbal attacks on
the human race. Well, as a member of
the human race, I am not in the least bit
degraded by these thoughts. Using this
example, how about we give the “mo
dernity” against which Sweeney speaks
a tangible name like feminism? Just as
Pope Urban VIII silenced Galileo’s he
liocentric views, Sweeney seems to wish
to silence the sexual equality of women.
Sweeney’s article does not celebrate
the benefits of a well-rounded Catholic
education, but rather uses religion as a
shield against intellectual diversity. This
viewpoint stands contrary to the very na
ture of education. Being Catholic today
should require thinking about our reli
gion instead of hiding behind it. We
should adopt a faith for which we feel
strongly rather than allow doubts to
crumble it altogether. He says, “Change
and growth are valuable and necessary
as long as it does not change the essence
of Providence College.” He might as
well have stated that change and growth
are not necessary. “Our school often has
the ‘courage to speak uncomfortable
truths’ because it believes in Truth.” I
argue that the “uncomfortable truths” are
what Sweeny tries to suppress.
As a Catholic who has prayed to the
altar of truth for over 21 years, “the un
comfortable truth” that I’ve come to does
not include these misguided self-righ
teous views on how PC can become a
more effective house of faith and edu
cation.
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The power of women at PC
Reflecting on the past
thirty years and
looking toward the
future for women and
our entire college
by Jennifer C. Skala ’05
Managing Editor Emeri tus

For those of us currently at
Providence College, it may seem as if
women have always been part of the
student body. But this May marks the
30th anniversary of the
SOCIAL graduation of the first
CHANGE co-educational class in
Providence College’s
history. In only 30 years, women have
accomplished so much here, but there is
still a great deal to be done to ensure
equality and inclusion of women within
the community. As we look toward the
next 30 years of women at PC, we must
realize that their success ensures the
success of the College community itself.
The arrival of women to the PC
campus in the Fall of 1971 changed the
school and the lives of the women who
chose to come here forever. In
September 1971,187 women enrolled at
PC. Four years later—on graduation
day—transfers into the school increased
that number to 208 women. A seemingly
small number, but impressive
considering 60% of the women receiving
degrees that year were graduating in the
top half of the class of 1975.
In only a few years, the majority of
incoming students at PC were women,
as women surpassed men in the
population of the freshman class for the
first time in the fall of 1978. Providence
College’s campus had gone from no
female students at all to an influx of them

in only seven years. Currently, 58% of
the undergraduate students here are
women. The number of women alumnae
continues to grow as well, as 36% of all
PC alums are women.
Since that first day of classes in 1971,
PC has seen women take an active role
in the PC community as athletes,
academics, leaders, and alumnae. We
have had our share of female Olympians
and outstanding college athletes.
Recently, we have seen our women’s
hockey team capture their third
consecutive tournament title and earn a
berth in the NCAA tournament for the
first time ever. This year marked the first
PC woman—Kim Smith ’05—to capture
the individual crown at the NCAA cross
country championships. Despite those
accolades, do female athletes on campus
truly receive the attention they deserve
from the College community? Why is
there such a disparity among the campus’
interest in male and female sports teams?
We have seen women take prominent
positions in campus organizations as
presidents, editors, and executive
leaders, but are we aware that women in
administrative positions on campus are
few? While there have been multiple
assistant and associate female vice
presidents, there has only been one full
female vice president in the College’s
history. Additionally, only about onethird of our faculty is made up of women.
Shouldn’t there be more female faculty
members on a campus with a majority
of female students?
This year also marks the 10th
anniversary of the Women’s Studies
Program at PC, although the program
remains often misunderstood and is
made up of virtually all female students.
While the purpose of the program is “to
study the lives and accomplishments of
women, past and present,” it also “strives
to be sensitive to the under

representation of other groups in
scholarly study” (Women’s Studies
website). Additionally, Women’s Studies
courses are concerned with contesting
the stereotypes and gender roles that
affect and restrict women and men.
Classes are suited for men and women,
though very few male students enroll in
Women’s Studies courses here at PC.
With this editorial, I am not
advocating the support and advancement
of PC women to the detriment of PC
men. Nor am I advertising myself as the
ideal supporter of PC women; I regret
not being a Women’s Studies Minor and
not attending more female athletic
events. But I have enjoyed the Women’s
Studies classes I have taken. I am also
proud of my involvement with activities
on campus that had the goal of raising
awareness about women’s issues, such
as Vagina Monologues, and Take Back
the Night, even though these issues are
not pleasant ones.
What I am advocating is the increased
visibility and recognition of women in
administration, faculty, and athletics at
PC. Complete support and inclusion of
women at PC ensures the success and
thriving future of the entire community.
The legacy of women at PC is implicitly
tied to PC’s legacy. Women at PC have
come so far in the past 30 years and with
the continued support of this College
community, we can ensure the success
of women—and the school as a whole—
for the next 30 years and beyond.
Sources: www.providence.edu/wms; Dr.
Sally J. Thibodeau, associate professor
of education and first female assistant
dean of undergraduate studies at PC,
and Professor Jane Lunin Perel,
professor of English and Women’s
Studies and director of the Women’s
Studies Program.

Embracing change after four years
by Lauren DeMauro ’05
Editor-in-Chief Emeritus

“All change is a miracle to contemplate;
but it is a miracle which is taking place
every second. ” -Henry David Thoreau

When I applied to join The Cowl
during the second half of my freshman
year at Providence College, I was not
sure if I would even be hired, no less
leave the PC campus
SWAN three years later having
SONG been the newspaper’s
Editor-in-Chief.
I was not even sure if I really even
wanted to write for The Cowl or whether
I had any interest in the media at all. I
put in an application to the Sports
Section on a whim because someone told
me that they did not think that I could
write for a college newspaper with no
prior experience. Needless to say, I was
hired, and over the following three years
The Cowl has become such a large part
of my life at Providence College. I have
had the privilege of serving as a Sports
Staff member, the Sports Editor, and
finally this year as Editor-in-Chief. In
my opinion, that goes to show just how
much things can change in four short
years.
Life can be funny in that way.
Sometimes opportunities are presented
to you in which you must stand up and
prove yourself. Sometimes, something
that you were not even sure that you were
interested in becomes something that
you could not imagine your life existing
without.
If there’s anything that I can say of
my time at Providence, it is that I have
learned that the world is constantly
changing. It is important for all of us to

them, are constantly changing. Look at
Providence College; four years ago, it
was a much different place. The school
is heading in a new direction, starting
with a change in the school’s
administration. After 11 years of service
to the College, the Rev. Phillip A. Smith,
O.P., is departing as Providence
College’s President and the Rev. Brian
Shanley, O.P., will be taking over as
President. Not only is the administration
changing, but the look of the College is
as well; Providence is expanding its
horizons with the additions of new
buildings and facilities on campus and
renovations of older ones. Four years
ago, there was no such thing as Suites
When I entered college, the
Hall, the Smith Center for the Arts, the
world was a much different
athletic field complex, and no newly
place, and I am sure that we
renovated cafeteria. In the coming years,
were all very different people.
PC will continue to transform, and will
Events have occurred that have likely be a very different place, though I
am confident that it will retain the
drastically altered outlooks
defining characteristics that make it
across the globe, have changed
Providence College.
each of us individually, and
A few words of advice to students at
collectively have influenced and PC: seniors, enjoy these last couple of
will define us as a generation.
weeks of Providence College. Take the
most that you can from your classes, but
most importantly, make the most of the
time that we have left with our friends.
Nothing is quite like the college
experience, and I hope that it has been
When I entered college, the world one of the best times of our lives.
was a much different place, and I am sure Juniors, sophomores, and freshman:
that we were all very different people. enjoy your time at Providence College
Events have occurred that have as well. It goes by more quickly than
drastically altered outlooks across the you can possibly imagine.
Welcome change. The one thing that
globe, have changed each of us
individually, and collectively have is a constant in our lives is change. A
influenced and will define us as a large part of the mission of Providence
College is Veritas, or the concept of truth.
generation.
Put simply, the world, and our own Change is part of truth. Truth is part of
individual worlds and the things within change. That’s Veritas.

understand the importance of these
changes, and not only on a personal
level. Over the past four years, the world
has transformed drastically—and it
continues to do so. It is something that
we may not often think about, but it is
important to recognize how quickly
things change. From where I stand, so
much has changed over the past four
years—the world, Providence College,
The Cowl, even myself.
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Fever is only lukewarm
It may satisfy Red Sox fans, but the latest from the Farrelly
Brothers will have all others wanting a little more
by James McGehee ’08
Asst. A&E Editor

A

liberal is bound to enjoy
Fahrenheit 911 more than a
conservative. Regardless of
its filmmaking quality, those
who hate Bush will be clapping by the
end credits. Fever Pitch, a romantic
comedy set amidst the 2004 Red Sox
season, probably will be received more
warmly by Red Sox Nation than by the
dozen Devil Ray fans out there. Then
again, maybe not.
I have been a Red Sox fan since
second or third grade, have attended
multiple games at Fenway, sat in the
stands when Pedro Martinez blew a lead
in the 7th, and sport a Red Sox wardrobe.
If you remain unconvinced of my
devotion—I did all the above while
living in Fairfield County, Conn., the
home field of a bunch of proud,
pinstripe-loving creatures, all of whom
would scrub the calluses off Derek
Jeter’s feet if given the chance.
From this fan’s perspective, Fever
Pitch is a mediocre tribute to the historic
2004 season. The Johnny Damon
cameos and shot of Stephen King
throwing out the first pitch made me
smile, but the eight game championship
climb is glossed over in 10 seconds with
an unenthusiastic fan voiceover—that
does not do it justice. Now, this is not
totally the filmmaker’s fault. The
original script had the Red Sox losing.
As fate would have it, the Sox won, and
the end of the film had to be changed.

FOX

I have a wicked bad crush on you'. Jimmy Fallon (left) and Drew Barrymore
star in the Farrelly Brother’s latest, Fever Pitch.
Don’t get me wrong, though. Fever Pitch
should not have to be a touching and
triumphant Red Sox tribute to be a good
movie.
The central storyline focuses on a
relationship between Ben Wrightman
(Jimmy Fallon) and Lindsay Meeks
(Drew Barrymore). Ben is a math teacher
and Lindsay works at a corporate office.
When Ben brings his students to her
office for educational purposes, the math
teacher and the tour guide, Lindsay,
collide. Once Lindsay gets over Ben’s
being a lowly ninth grade teacher, the
two begin dating and fall in love.
Lindsay’s friends feel Ben is quite the
catch. He’s so wonderful, in fact, that
they become suspect and think: why is
this guy not married yet?

Well, it’s because Ben is a diehard
Red Sox fan—one who hasn’t missed a
home game in eleven years. Soon, his
extravagant fan devotion places a wedge
in the relationship.
Fever Pitch, directed by Peter and
Bobby Farrelly (Peter is a Providence
College alumnus), has enough great
moments. None of them is particularly
original—Lindsay gets hit in the head
by a foul ball—but the Farrelly brothers
know how to pull off the cliche jokes
with comic genius.
Fallon and Barrymore get the job
done, teaming up for the first time since
a Saturday Night Live appearance. Watch
SNL’s The Best of Will Ferrell and you
can see the two in a hot tub skit. Before
Fever Pitch, I had never been too fond

of Barrymore. Despite making dozens of
movies since childhood, she has yet to
showcase the level of talent she
displayed as a wide-eyed seven-year-old
girl in E.T. As Lindsay, she is able to
seamlessly switch between the tough
corporate girl, struggling to secure a
promotion and the sweet girl Ben falls
for. Her convincing performance may be
a sign that she is finally recovered from
that dark period in her life. Fallon is
equally lovable, falling into his innocent,
boyish character with familiar ease. Both
are visibly comfortable in their roles.
Despite a sufficient chemistry
between the two leads, I felt my
sympathy for them disappear during the
final act. Romantic comedy is
immutable—guy gets the girl, guy loses
the girl, guy gets the girl back again.
However, here Ben’s outlandish
behavior makes it seem as if he were
trying to get rid of her. And then Lindsay
becomes a snot; she is not even willing
to hear Ben’s repentance speech when
he shows up at her door.
When the love relationship fell apart,
I relied upon the Red Sox to salvage
Fever Pitch. Before the World Series
excitement commenced in the film, I had
hoped to have a reflective experience, a
catharsis. Just when I thought the tears
were coming, the film falls flat on its
face. In a way, Fever Pitch is like the
New York Yankees; it has so many great
plays it looks the surefire winner, and
even with easy opportunities to take it
away, Fever Pitch somehow gets beat.
GRADE: C+

Why the Sox deserve a movie
by

Stephanie A. Smith ’06
A&E Editor

I was watching the World Series
last year when I heard mention of a
romantic comedy coming out in April
that would feature the Red Sox. I
gasped. The Sox in a romantic
comedy? Had I died and gone to
heaven? No, the rumors were true and
with great excitement, I went to see
Fever Pitch last week.
Let me say right off the bat (ha, no
pun intended) that I loved this movie.
I loved every moment of it. Moreover,
Fever Pitch
reminded
me
(appropriately, right before Opening
Day at Fenway) why I love the Red
Sox.
Walking into the theater last
Friday, I was nervous. If this movie is

wretched, I thought, it would ruin my
whole weekend. I absolutely hate
hearing anything bad about the Sox and
if this movie is stupid, I might have to
hear anti-Boston smack and then I would
get angry.
Wait, though. Isn’t this supposed to
be fun—going to the movies? Why did I
suddenly develop a nervous twitch
before the film started? The answer,
friends, is that the Red Sox are more than
a baseball team to their fans. It’s a
birthright, a burden, a passion, a family,
and recently, an exhilarating success.
Thank goodness this fact is made clear
in the movie without being too annoying.
Ben reminds us that baseball is
something that you can rely on. They will
always be there. Every spring they are
back at Fenway, ready to start another
season.

Honestly, what else in life can you
say that about? Change is just the way
of the world. Sometime in 2006 I will
cease to be a college student, that part of
my life will be over, but the Red Sox
will still be there. Sure, some of the
players will get traded, but the idea, the
dream, and the routine will remain.
More importantly, the Red Sox are a
team to believe in. They appear to
genuinely enjoy the game of baseball,
they care about the fans, and up until last
October, they stood for unconditional
love. You might have asked yourself why
there was a movie made with a Red Sox
fan as the protagonist. Why the Sox?
Well, it’s obvious. They are exactly what
Hollywood (and I) love. They’re big
personalities and even bigger stories.
Between Johnny Damon’s hair, David
Ortis being our “papi” and the larger than

life curse that finally got broken
almost a century after it began, you
can’t help but to get caught up in the
almost Disney-like quality of Red Sox
history.
Why did the Farrelly brothers
make a movie about a Sox fan?
Because he is in all of us. The last four
games of the League Championship
against the Yankees might as well
have been scripted for some
blockbuster sports epic. But even
when they were losing, we loved
them. Like a friend who is loyal to a
fault, the Sox fan will stick by his guy.
Maybe you weren’t lucky enough
to be bom in a place where being a
Sox fan is simply the way, but you can
appreciate why they just got their own
fairytale romantic comedy. Last
October basically was one.
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Family Affair
Talib Kweli and Robert Randolph and the Family
Band visited PC and performed energetic sets that left
the crowd wanting more
by

Movie

.. .>■' '■ <5’5

__________
-

Wet Hot American Summer
Directed by David Wain

There’s no real good way to
describe Wet Hot American
Summer other than to say that it
might not be for everybody. The
absurd cast of characters includes
a chef with some strange leisure
activities and an associate
physics professor who teaches
the “inside kids” how to protect the
camp from a falling piece of
Skylab. The strangest scene in
the movie happens when some of
the counselors go into town and
engage in a series of outrageous
events. It also has an awesome
montage scene.

Music

Primal Scream
Screamadellica
Sire Records
I always heard about how
Screamadellica united early '90s
British house music with guitar
rock but never really understood
how great of an album it was until
I finally listened to it. At times it
sounds soulful, psychedelic: and
rocking. “Movin’ On Up” and
“Come Together" sound like
Motown
run
through
a
kaleidoscope, bursting at the
seams with soulful vocals and
drum samples. The album’s finest
track, the epic “Loaded,” marries
squalling Hendrix guitars with a
hypnotic beat. Screamadellica
paved the way for Blur, Pulp, and
even the Postal Service.
Book

Mike Holland ’06
A&E Staff

For those who did not know about
Talib Kweli or Robert Randolph and the
Family Band before BOP headlined
them for the Providence College Spring
Concert, I hope you know now what you
have been missing. These two animated
and energetic acts were showcased this
past Thursday, April 7 and PC students
got to witness some of today’s greatest
up and coming music talents.
Talib Kweli took to the stage with his
usual display of lyrical fury. Combining
the elements of speed and cadence,
Kweli was able to deliver his customary
virtuosic rhyme style. Not only was his
sound impressive, but his mindful
content was able to keep the crowd knee
deep in contemplation. Members of the
audience acknowledged Talib’s
craftsmanship with roaring participation
on tracks like “Move Somethin’,” and
“The Blast” from his album, Train of
Thought. Also a fan favorite was the old
Black Star hit, “Definition,” and the
single off Quality, “Get By.”
While his older tracks were nostalgic,
Kweli was here first and foremost to
promote his newest release, The
Beautiful Struggle, and was able to get
everybody singing to “Never Been in
Love” and “We Got the Beat.” Even
Kweli’s D.J. showcased his virtuosity on
the ones and twos with behind the back
scratching and employing various nonconventional body parts. By the time
Kweli had finished, the crowd was
screaming for more. Luckily the night
was not over yet.
It took Robert Randolph and the
Family Band a while to get set up and
take the stage, but the wait was well
worth it. The musical talent this band
harnesses was evident throughout the
show, as every band member seemed to
know how to play three different
instruments. At one point the drummer
was playing the steel-pedal guitar, at
another, the organist picked up a violin,
and the bassist starting singing lead.
As impressive as all the back-up
players were, the obvious attention was
on Robert Randolph and his steel pedal
guitar. His solo performances were
mind-blowing, as he jammed out lengthy
renditions of “Nobody” and “I Need
More Love,” both from Unclassified. On
top of that, one of the greatest covers I’ve

Our Band Could Be
Your Life: Scenes from the
American Indie Underground
1981 - 1991
By Michael Azerrad
This book details how “alternative
rock” went from infancy to its
commercial
zenith
with
Nevermind. While Reaganomics
and crappy synth-pop were the
norm, these bands created their
own counter-culture movement.
Azerrad captures the musical
development as well as the pitfalls
that they encountered along the
way. Moreover, Azerrad draws
parallels between the bands,
showing how one band crossed
paths with another. His choice of
subjects—The Replacements,
Fugazi, HuskerDu, and Dinosaur
Jr to name a few—provide an
excellent overview of an often
overlooked period in rock music.
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Father-to-be Kevin
Federline knows best:

Check out
www.TheCowl.com
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All in the family: Robert
Randolph and the Family
Band (above) and Talib Kweli
played to an enthusiastic
crowd during Thursday
night’s performance in
Peterson. Randolph’s set was
blazing, and students were
invited onstage to dance and
play an extra guitar. Kweli is
touring in order to promote his
new album, The Beautiful
Struggle.

RAWKUS

ever seen was RRFB’s performance of
Jimi Hendrix’s “Purple Haze,” during
which the crowd exploded. During their
encore set, RRFB teased out the track
“Squeeze,” with elongated dissonant
sections, and left everybody sad to see
it all end.
Even more engaging than the band’s
musical skill was their ability to
captivate the crowd and keep them
active. They certainly brought new
meaning to crowd participation.
Throughout the show, three different
guys came up on stage to jam out solos
on an extra guitar. During the track
“Shake Your Hips,” the stage was
covered with just about every girl from
the crowd dancing. At one point, the

bassist even left the stage and walked
through the crowd, forging a path with
his guitar. By the end of the show the
crowd was sad to see the band leave
because they felt as though they were
new members of the Robert Randolph
family.
Providence College certainly was
fortunate to have Talib Kweli and
Robert Randolph and the Family Band
perform at its spring concert. So many
students were exposed to two great live
acts that pride themselves on captivating
live crowds. Whoever performs at next
year’s spring concert is definitely going
to have a tough act to follow. Plus, they
will have to invite students onstage to
play along with them.
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Behind the scenes at Brigadoon
Much more goes into this year s PC production, the
first in the new Smith Center, than meets the eye
by Anna

Kukowski ’06

A&E Staff

So it’s that time of year again. The
time of year where everything spirals a
teeny bit out of control and you can’t
seem to get everything done on time.
You think you have
TH E ATE R
a lot on your plate?
FEATURE
Imagine this scen
ario.
After classes end, you run to your job.
You stay there for a few hours, squeeze
in dinner, and read a few pages for class
tomorrow. You hurry back to your dorm
and get ready for rehearsal: tonight it
should run a little more smoothly than
last night—you’ll get out at 10:15
instead of 11:00. After that homework
follows? Or sleep? Well, take your pick.
Such is the case with of tech week
for the newest Blackfriars production,
Brigadoon. Tech week, affectionately
dubbed “hell week” by the performing
world, is the week where everything
comes together in a production. And this
latest production is surely coming
together.
Brigadoon, which begins April 1517 and continues April 22-24, is the
mystical story of a small, enchanted
Scottish village in the 18th century. Alan
Jay Lerner (lyrics) and Frederick Loewe
(music) first put together this production
back in 1947—and the same mysterious
charm still emanates from the cast and
crew today in our own Blackfriars
Theater.
Despite the busy nature of the season,
this cast and crew don’t seem to be all
that nervous for their next two big
weekends. Attending a dress rehearsal
on Tuesday, I found an attentive, excited
cast—fully adorned in 18th century
Scottish garb, listening closely to last
minute notes from director Brendan
Byrnes ’92. As of Tuesday, there were
only two more full dress rehearsals until
opening night—Friday at 8:00 p.m.
Following a long list of notes, the cast
scattered to rehearse last-minute
corrections before the evening’s full
costume, real-deal run through. Deep,
droning chords crooned in the
background, coming from the general
direction of the pit (yes folks, we have a
real orchestra pit in this new theater, right
below the audience). Notes harmonized,
lines were repeated, and dance steps
were rehearsed one last time—all with
Byrnes’s calm hand guiding the evening.
On stage, these students are giving
Brigadoon their all. Offstage, it is
excitement instead of stress that is
steering these students. Most can’t wait
for opening night. Emily Lambert ’06,

Are we on the set of The
Village?: The cast of Brigadoon
ran through a dress rehearsal
earlier this week and, for the
first time, incorporated every
aspect of the production, from
what goes on backstage to what
the audience sees onstage. All
those participating in
Brigadoon, both cast and crew,
put more time into the first
production to take place at the
Smith Center than you can
possibly imagine.
TRACY DONAD1O '06/The Cowl

who plays Jean McLaren, explained that
the show has been a long, fun process.
“Auditions were in early February,” says
Lambert, “I’m very excited for Friday
night.”
Peter Waugh ’05, who plays lead role
Tommy Albright, explained the
excitement of working in the newly
constructed performance space.
“Everyone is curious and excited [to see
what this show is going to do],” Waugh
noted. “The eyes of the College are really
on us.” Brigadoon is the first real test of
the new Blackfriars Theater—and it is the
perfect opportunity to show the
community the value of the Smith Center.
How is the Smith Center going to make
a difference in the Providence College
community? Brigadoon is a good way
to find out.
The Smith Center affords Brigadoon
many exciting new opportunities, both on
and off stage. “We are really using

everything we can in this new space,”
Waugh noted. State of the art lighting,
sound, and set capabilities are being
used in the production. The thickets,
wooden fences, and other surroundings
of this Scottish village look promising.
There are things in Brigadoon past
acting and scene production, however.
Kathleen Seagriff ’05 admitted that the
costuming process has been long but
rewarding. “We’ve been working on the
costumes since the beginning of the
semester,” she said. “Some of them are
rented, some are from the shop, and we
have made some of them.” Look for
the wedding dresses in Brigadoon—
those dresses and others are made by
the costume team, which is led this year
by costume designer David Cabral. As
for the time commitment for a student?
“A week ago, it got crazy,” Seagriff
admits.
Overall, all those who put time into

TRACY D0NAD10 '06/The Cowl

Brigadoon couldn’t be more excited for
opening weekend. Byrnes echoed this
excitement. He explained how the
feeling of Brigadoon meshes well with
the new performance space. “There is
a wonderful sense of this show being
about home,” Byrnes noted. “It’s
certainly the right time and the right
place [for Brigadoon]."
There are many things that make
Brigadoon distinct; both with the show
and with the opportunities afforded by
the new Smith Center. The PC
community eagerly awaits Brigadoon as
the theatrical opener for the new Smith
Center. There are many things that make
Brigadoon distinct—the actors, the
crew, the show, and the new
performance space are j ust the begining.
The PC community eagerly awaits its
arrival.
You can buy tickets at the Smith Center
Box Office, ext. 2218.

Project SAVE Week
April 17th 2005 - April 21th 2005

-April 17th Kickoff Mass 10:00pm
A mass will be held in St. Dominic Chapel dedicated to and to begin Project SAVE Week
Midnight Mile 11:30pm
A one mile race around campus with all proceeds benefiting Sojourner House, a local resource for victims of domestice violence. Cash prizes!

~April 18th Self-Defense Class 7pm
Aquinas Lounge An opportunity for all PC females to learn self-defense techniques from a Professional, FREE OF CHARGE!
“Healthy Relationships Workshop” 8:00pm
Moore Hall 3 — All PC males are invited to come participate in a discussion about healthy relationships and how men are affected by
unhealthy ones
~April 19th “Yellow Dress” 6:30pm
Aquinas Lounge —A ‘must see’, one-woman show illustrating the complexities of and dangers present in an abusive relationship
~April 20th Movie Night 7:00pm
Moore Hall 1 & 3 — One “male only” movie and one “female only” movie will be shown

-April 21th Take Back the Night 7:00pm
Feinstien courtyard —Held every year, this powerfully moving event is sponsored by Women Will and designed to give women a safe, open
forum to break the silence about violence against women, male supporters are encouraged to attend — Rain location: ’64 Hall
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Sahara not so uninviting
Matthew McConaughey stars in Sahara, a movie that
won’t win any awards, but will surely entertain you
Deanna Cioppa ’07
A&E Staff

her own mission to find the source of a
deadly epidemic beginning to spread in
Africa. The three adventurers stumble
Dirk Pitt is the new name of onto a treacherous plot concocted by an
adventure. That’s right. Dirk Pitt. I wish African tyrant and a ruthless
I could be in charge of naming action/ businessman, and soon become targets
adventure heroes. I would give the for assassination. Pursued through the
average name a desert, Dirk and Al must stay alive long
chance.
“Bob enough to foil their enemies, who pose
MOVIE
Jones—I.T. Minion a deadly threat to the African water
REVIEW
by day, covert supply. William H. Macy co-stars as
assassin by night!” Or,“Steve Dirk’s wearied employer.
Edwards—Worldwide Justice Enforcer.”
After last week’s gore-fest Sin City
Dirk Pitt is just so predictable. Names (whose grade, dear readers, I stand by),
aside, though, the newest hero on the I admit that Sahara was a bit of a relief.
scene does provide for some great action It provided exciting action sequences
in Sahara.
and, unbelievably enough, no
The film itself is your standard find castrations! Sure, the dialogue is
the treasure, blow 'em up, shoot ‘em up, somewhat trite and the plot is, well,
get the girl action/adventure flick. Based contrived, as are those of most action/
on the Dirk Pitt series of adventure books adventures. The audience knows the
by Clive Cussler, in premise it bears good guys are going to save the day and
some resemblance to this year’s National the bad guys will fall off a cliff or
Treasure. Dirk Pitt (played by Matthew implode. Isn’t that the kind of movie
McConaughey) is a member of NUMA, we need every now and again, though?
the National Underwater and Marine I like knowing that no matter how many
Agency. With his smart-aleck partner clips an evil man unloads in the general
Al (Steve Zahn), they travel the world direction of the good guy, the good guy
recovering lost treasure and artifacts.
will never, ever get hit. Bullets fear Dirk
For some time now, Dirk’s personal Pitt. And then there is the wacky
mission has been to recover a sidekick; Steve Zahn, a man who will
Confederate Ironclad ship, one that was unfortunately (or fortunately?) always be
lost during the Civil War. Evidence of the sidekick has a couple good lines, but
the ship’s presence in Africa leads him soon wears out his catchphrase, “Hi,
up the Niger River and into a country How ya doin’?” Then again, what would
torn by civil war. He teams up with Dr. a sidekick be without a mildly irritating
Eva Rojas of the World Health catchphrase and pseudo-witty banter?
Organization (Penelope Cruz), who is on Check that off the list. Also check off
by

paramount

Desert stormers: (left to right) McConaughey stars alongside Penelope Cruz
and Steve Zahn in Sahara, based on the novel by Clive Cussler.
high-speed chases, exploding yachts,
weird science and bare-chested knife
fights. Sahara is Indiana Jones for a new
generation, and seems primed to start off
a similar franchise.
In a role that demands more sweating
than dramatic acting, Matthew
McConaughey does a decent job of
playing the muscle-bound, cocky but
likable hero who seems more at home in
hazardous situations than at rest. There
isn’t much material to work with, mind
you, but McConaughey as Dirk Pitt
combines Indiana Jones ruggedness with
a MacGyver knack for fashioning a

wind-sail out of an airplane. Penelope
Cruz plays her role with an earnestness
that at times becomes too much for the
role and type of movie she is in. Most
of the characters, however, play their
roles with enough humor to keep within
the bounds of action/adventure levity.
Sahara is escapism, pure and simple.
A healthy dose of action and, I’ll admit
it, cheap thrills, the film provides
entertainment enough for an afternoon
as long as you’re not in the mood for
anything cerebral.

GRADE: B

Does a movie define the way you look
at the world?
Has a song ever changed your life?

We understand.

If the world of pop culture impacts
you in ways that others just can’t
understand, join the A&E staff.

Applications are available in Slavin

G05.

A NOTICE TO THE STUDENT BODY
FAMILY DAY, AN OPEN HOUSE FOR ALI
INVITED STUDENTS IN THE CLASS OF 2009
AND THEIR FAMILIES WILL BE HELD ON
CAMPUS:

SATURDAY, APRIL 16th, 200S
PLEASE BE MINDFUL OF OUR 3000+ GUESTS ON
CAMPUS
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE

THE OFFICE OF ADMISSION
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The death of indie rock
While “indie” music is alive and
well, the genre itself is fast becoming
obsolete thanks to overexposure

by

Brian Wall ’05
A&E Staff

I hate the phrase “indie rock”
almost as much as I hate that
new Weezer single. However,
I do recognize that it is a
convenient way
MUSIC to describe what
FEATURE some people
listen to. My
problem with this genre label
is the same problem I have with
many genre labels—it doesn’t
carry a concrete meaning. The
best attempt to define indie
rock I’ve heard describes it as
“music from bands that are on
an independent label or were
at one time.” Sure, this
accurately describes bands like
Interpol (on Matador Records)
and Death Cab for Cutie
(which recently left Barsuk
Records for Atlantic), but what
about indie favorites like Wilco
and Radiohead that began their
careers on major labels?
I see indie rock as the latest
in the long line of “third
parties” in the rock world.
Starting with punk rock in the
late ‘70s, new wave in the early
‘80s, and alternative rock in the
late ‘80s and early ‘90s, indie
rock is the institution outside
of the mainstream. Like those
other genres, indie rock gained
a cult following by presenting
something different from the
status quo. Then, similar to the
political realm, the mainstream
adopts some of these ideas and
gradually the third party
becomes irrelevant. Simply
put, indie rock is gradually
becoming less independent
from the rest of the rock world.
One example of the indie
invasion into mainstream
culture is the Fox teen drama
The O. C. The show features a
character (Seth Cohen, played
by Adam Brody) that name
drops bands like Bright Eyes
or Death Cab for Cutie. Some
of these bands (Modest Mouse
and Death Cab for Cutie,
specifically) even make live
appearances on the show. The
support of a popular show like
The O.C., with an audience
skewing toward the younger
rather than the older, exposes
these bands to their ideal

MATADOR

Rockin’ the O.C. and
other mediums that enter
suburban households:
Interpol (above) and
Death Cab for Cutie have
spent their careers
writing quality music
instead of radio-friendly
pop hits. Lately however,
it seems like many indie
bands are slowly being
adopted into the
commercial mainstream.
BARSUK

demographic. In addition, the
show has a series of four
separate soundtrack albums
titled The O.C. Mix. The most
recent disc really does play like
a mix CD for a friend, featuring
both recognizable artists like
Beck and Modest Mouse as
well as new discoveries like
The Futureheads and A.C.
Newman.
While popular, The O.C.
Mix series can’t hold a candle
to the success of another
commercially available mix
CD—the Garden State
soundtrack. Zach Braff, the
film’s star, writer, and director,
chose some of his favorite
songs to be used in the movie.
The disc’s formula for success
is clear: put widely-loved
artists like Coldplay and Simon
& Garfunkel alongside new

bands like The Shins and Iron
& Wine and people will pick it
up. The disc is arguably as
successful as the film itself and
it certainly provided lots of
attention for The Shins and the
other lesser-known acts on the
soundtrack. I’ve even heard
people describe their musical
taste as “stuff like the Garden
State soundtrack” from people
who never even heard of The
Shins beforehand.

Indie rock ... will end
up in the mainstream
next to the faux-punk
preteen girls and
watered down hip-hop.
The current success of indie

rock reminds me so much of the
rise (and subsequent fall) that
alternative rock went through in
the early ‘90s. Both movements
started with a few bands earning
fans through word of mouth,
praise, and alternative outlets
like college radio. Then, some
of the most successful bands
grew too big for their
independent labels and moved
on to try to reach an increasingly
broadening audience. In the late
‘80s, The Replacements, Sonic
Youth, and R.E.M. all left for
greener pastures. Recently,
bands like Death Cab for Cutie
and Rilo Kiley have also left
their small labels.
For
alternative rock, Nirvana’s
major label debut, Nevermind,
completed the unification of the
alternative and mainstream rock
worlds. While such a distinct

breaking point for indie rock
isn’t clear, there is no doubt that
some of its elements are already
present in today’s mainstream
music. For example, The
Killers’ Hot Fuss and Kelly
Clarkson’s single “Since U
Been Gone” borrow heavily
from the indie world. Hot Fuss
indulges itself in the same new
wave nostalgia that Interpol and
Franz Ferdinand share.
Clarkson’s song (written by
Max Martin, author of “Baby,
One More Time”) lifts the guitar
sound directly from the Yeah
Yeah Yeahs’ “Maps” in its
bridge.
It is a great time to like indie
music. Interpol’s last album,
Antics, is the best selling album
for Matador Records since they
broke their previous partnership
with Capitol Records, and The
Postal Service’s Give Up is the
best selling record in the history
of Sub Pop Records (Nirvana’s
first label). In any given issue
of Spin or Rolling Stone, there
are profiles of Bloc Party and
The Arcade Fire. Last year,
breakout bands like Modest
Mouse and Franz Ferdinand
showed how music could be
exciting and successful even if
it is different from the swill that
spews forth from mainstream
radio with their critically
acclaimed and commercially
successful radio singles. Enjoy
this while it lasts because it is
only a matter of time before the
imitators try to cash in on its
success. When it does happen,
indie rock will go back
underground and reinvent itself
in the same way that alternative
rock did in the past.
In short, I see indie rock as a
young boy standing at the edge
of a pool. While he reluctantly
dips his toes into the water, he
knows that eventually someone
will push him in and he’ll end
up wet. Indie rock, whether it
likes it or not, will end up in the
mainstream next to the fauxpunk preteen girls and watered
down hip-hop. While these
bands won’t be “indie”
anymore, it shouldn’t matter.
We should like music because
it moves us or makes us feel
good and not because it is
“indie” or obscure.
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One final reminiscence in the dusty heat
by

Craig Malesra ’08
Portfolio Staff

Richard shifted absent
mindedly into neutral and let the
car drift to a stop. Clouds of
dust twisted through the humid
air, collecting
SHORT
swiftly around the
STORY
Chevrolet like
paparazzi around
a movie star. The sun gleamed
off of his rearview mirror,
blinding him. Richard sighed
deeply, loosened his collar, and
lowered his forehead onto the
hot leather of the steering
wheel. Typical, he thought to
himself. Always blinded by the
past, huh, Champ? If he and
Marissa hadn’t lost the baby last
year, they might still be
together. But there was no time
for reminiscence and even less
for regret. He knew just what
he needed to do. He swung
open the car door, and eased his
left boot onto the hot earth.
New Mexico is always hot.
But today, Richard Lessing felt
like he might pass out before he
even reached the red brick
building. It stood only half a
football field’s distance from his
lethargic frame, but veiled by
the hazy atmosphere, its shifting
form seemed miles away. It
would take a miracle to make it
in time. He took a few steps
forward, and a surge of emotion
washed over him. He sank

slowly to the ground.
Laying on his side, breathing
shallowly, he stared at the brick
edifice. He could feel his ears
nearly pop as he swallowed.
Save your spit, son, ya might
need it some day. He could still
hear his grandfather’s light
hearted advice, given to him so
many years before. His mind
flashed back to better times—
the birth of his first son, their
marriage day, his 21 st birthday
with the boys down in
Baltimore—and tears welled in
his eyes, stinging his sunburned
cheeks on their way down. “I
have to save my wife,” he
moaned, to no one in particular.
Richard summoned the last
of his strength and stood up
shakily. He lowered his head,

The

by

Katie-Hughes ’06
Portfolio Staff

Coming from a state that is about
a half hour wide and an hour-long
makes a Rhode Islander’s sense of
time and direction
ESSAY slightly skewed. Any trip
r | over a half hour and some
Rhode Islanders will pack
an overnight bag—Or at least a snack,
toothbrush, and an extra pair of
underwear.
Road trips are looked at slightly
differently from a Rhode Islander’s
perspective. Long trips can be seen as
milestones in a person’s life, seeing
as they rarely take place, and
something monumental usually
happens during them—enough to
remember them for the rest of one’s
life.
This is not to say that because I am
a Rhode Islander, I never went on
legitimately long car trips when I was
younger. I remember trips to Canada,
Pennsylvania, and Virginia, but the
trip that truly defines me is my first
road trip.
I remember being so excited about
going on my first family vacation. We
were going to Disney World!—by car.

raised his eyes, and trudged
toward his target. Within a
minute, he had reached its outer
walls. God help me, he thought.
He forced a hand into his
windbreaker, grabbing hold of
the thick notebook. With a
shove, he managed to push open
the heavy wooden door.
Heads turned at the sound of
his intrusion. The preacher
stopped speaking mid-sentence,
open-mouthed at the sight of the
last person anyone expected to
see. “Richard, um ... what are
you doing here?” asked his exwife.
“Marissa. Please. Just
listen.” Standing there in the
narrow caipet aisle, he spoke
with difficulty, but now it was
not from the heat. With a deep

Rhode

breath, he continued. “I never
stopped loving you. I... I just
thought you’d like to have this
back.” He produced the tattered
blue notebook from behind his
back. Marissa gasped. Richard
thought she seemed infuriated.
Brushing her hair away with
her index finger, she lowered
her eyes, and her expression
softened. She patted her fiance
once on the arm, and lifted the
train of her long, white dress.
She pursed her thin lips,
stepping delicately down from
the apse of the church, and
shuffled over to the man she had
shared a lifetime of memories
with in only one year. Her hand
gently took hold of the
scrapbook she had made for
him, and she wrested it from his

Island

My mother, Terri “lead-foot” Hughes,
drove most of the way down there, and
my father, Mike “speed-trap-patrol/
navigator/referee/life saver dispenser”
Hughes rode shot gun. Which left my
brother and me in the backseat. Fifteen
months apart, we are each others’ best
friends and worst enemies.
This had never been more the case
than on this car trip at the tender ages
of four and five. Maybe if we had a
mini-van it would have been tolerable.
Instead we had a four-door, 1986 Buick
Lesabre, in metallic blue, with a 74
year-old grandmother sandwiched
between the two of us.
I learned several things during that
trip. First, and probably the most
important transferable life skill: bladder
control.
My
mother
would
meticulously monitor our liquid intake,
in order to plan for pit stops and prevent
over-hydration (one of the leading
causes of delays in road trips).
I also learned the power of the
Wintergreen Lifesaver. My father
became a sort of ‘gatekeeper’ of this
treasur, deciding when and where to
dole out Wintergreen Lifesavers. It was
between the borders of New York and
Pennsylvania that my brother taught me
that if you chew on Wintergreen in the

Road

dark you could see a spark. Of course
it wasn’t exactly dark outside when he
told me this. Being the impatient
person that I am, I threw a blanket over
our heads (and my grandmother’s
because she was still sitting in the
middle), and marveled at my brother’s
new trick.
An accidental science experiment
provided another lesson. I had brought
my Etch-A-Sketch with me, my pride
and joy of back-seat entertainment.
Perhaps the first taste of art as both a
constructive and deconstructive
process, my Etch-A-Sketch provided
some fun moments of artistic genius. I
don’t like to toot my own horn but 1
was pretty much at a professional level
of creativity with my Etch-A-Sketch.
Somewhere between Virginia and
Florida, I got bored of the Etch-ASketch and casually tossed it in the
back window ledge. What happened
next only proves that even ridiculously
talented Etch-A-Sketch artists do not
quite have a handle on the concept of
heat, sun, melting, and plastic. My
Etch-A-Sketch melted in the back
window of the car. We had a burial
ceremony during our next pit stop in a
fast food dumpster.
A final lesson is one relating to

reluctant grip. He smiled
sheepishly at her, took a step
back, and turned around.
Forget about the rearview,
Champ. It’s over. Richard bit
his bottom lip hard, put his head
down, and took the first step
toward the rest of his life.
Just then he felt an anxious
hand grab his wrist. He turned,
a blank expression on his face.
Softly, she spoke. “Thank you,
Richie. This means a lot to me.
It... it always will.”
“No matter what?”
“No matter what.” Her voice
broke, and an imploring tilt of
the head persuaded him to allow
her to get back to her future.
He turned back around. No
more rearview, Richard. Never
again. The tears still hung on
his chin like remnants of a better
past. He wiped them away
roughly with the back of his
hand.
Raising his chin, he stepped
through the doorway and
marched back out into the
muggy, barren world. This
time, though, the sun did not
bother him as he walked briskly
back to his old pickup. He
opened the door, got inside, and
slammed it shut. Richard eased
the clutch back into first gear.
This time, he promised himself,
he would not look back.

Warrior

audio conditioning at a young age.
During this trip that lasted two days,
27 pit stops, one overnight, one fan
belt replacement, and 42 games of
“ISpy”, we listened to only two
audiocassette tapes. My parents
brought two cassette tapes for the
whole trip, and I firmly believe that,
to this day, any quirks, mal
adjustments, discrepancies in
behavior, and idiosyncrasies of mine
can be traced back to these two tapes.
The two tapes were: Fleetwood
Mac’s Greatest Hits (an album
which I continue to listen to and
enjoy), and Music Composed During
the Civil War: Volume One (insert
cricket noise here). The combination
of these two tapes listened to
repeatedly for two days straight can
really make a dent in explaining why
a person is the way she is.
Regardless of any audio-torture,
the fact remains that Rhode Islanders
can and do take long car trips. We
just have a small town mentality way i:
of going about them—which will ;
possibly include a Wintergreen
Lifesaver or two and Civil War re
enacted orchestrations.
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“Poetry is language at its most
distilled and most powerful”
-Rita Dove

Corner
Poetry

_______________ Arpil 14,2005

It's not
neat to
compete
by

Moon Dream
by Ashley Laferriere ’06
Asst. Portfolio Editor

The moon admits—worship feels essential.
Each month she’s filled in whole with silver love.
Never falling short of round potential.
Fed in nights reflecting in sun above.

Dreamers walk so slowly far below her.
All through the blooming gardens flecked with night.
Down the swift advance—the ground is closer.
And doubt is found within each dreamer’s sight.

Dreams have motives full of soul’s suggestion.
A challenge that the moon has never shared.
She feeds her soul from the sun’s obsession.
To dream of things at night, we’ve never dared.
When she is whole, I watch her beauty gather.
Jealous of love that bums so strong—replete.
When she wanes, I know it does not matter.
Dreams reflect her whole, lustrous, complete.

The Lonesome
Traveler
For Jack Kerouac

Essence of
Nature
Sarah Arnini ’07
Portfolio Staff

by
by

Stephan Delbos’05
Portfolio Staff

I take no pity on the dead,
For “Death,” he said,
“Is trackless.”

Came from a town
Of black rivers,
Where the water
Brews and boils
Like the coffee served
In a.m. diners
Coast to coast.
The most inconsequential
Thing about the road
Is where it leads.

Smells of sweet spices
Filling the air with beauty
Of great meals to come.

Red rose petals drift
Landing gently on the floor
Pointing yes to love.
Snowflakes change to drops
Green buds peek from frozen ground
Coloring our world.

Broke down in Florida,
Traded throttle and clutch
For a bottle when
The trip became too much to bear.
There is a certain shelter
That cannot be bought,
Least of all in a liquor store.
He could not find
What he was looking for:
A separate peace in the war
We waged against him.

Shall I say we
Beat him to death?
Mon frere, Ti Jean,
I might have hated you,
Not to mention Dean.

Anyone can be Angel-headed
If they’re high enough.
The test is landing gently
When you fall back down to earth.
You fell hard and fast,
Catching fire in the atmosphere,
Leaving only your paper wings
To flutter after.

www.larevuedesressources.org

Christine Bagley ’06
Managing Editor

Competition and rivalry trouble our
society in so many ways, as we are
creatures eager to seek victory and vie
for the best. At age five, while up at bat,
our little league baseball coaches would
tell us to ‘give it a good swing’ and ‘have
fun,’ but they secretly wanted a triumph
by the end of the last inning. By high
school, our guidance counselors urged
us to max out our verbal and math scores
on the SATs.
Now as young adults, we find
ourselves vying for jobs in the market
among dozens of other qualified
applicants. In a world of competition,
and in our climb upward on the ladder
of success, can we actually take time to
minimize and enjoy ourselves? Are there
any chances to kick back—and finally
return to a state of fun?
Case #1: Bowling. Whether you
partake in big ball bowling or duck pin
bowling, I cannot remember a time when
I actually wanted to win at bowling. For
some reason, I would dish out a handful
of cash to rent a lane for a few games
and the hideous shoes with broken laces,
yet I would never make an honest effort
to seek victory.
I would arbitrarily pick out a bowling
ball that was either too large or too small
for my fingers, and proceed to toss the
ball down the wooden strip, laughing if
it tumbled into the side gutters. I mean,
I’d still have a handful of ‘next turns’ to
improve upon my lack of care for the
game of bowling.
By the end of the game, if my score
was lower than a 50or 60, I was
satisfied—in fact, I was thrilled. For the
next three hours, my group of friends and
I would just enjoy several stimulating
games of bowling, dance to the techno
music blasting out of the speakers, and
slide back and forth across the slippery
surface of our lane. All ties to Little
League rivalry were thrown out the
window.
Case #2: Mini-Golf. As the warm
weather approaches, we find ourselves
eager to move outdoors and partake in
activities. On warm summer nights, my
friends and I venture to the mini-golf
course in our town, shell out $2 for a
game, and putter around for hours. The
man at the window always asks us if we
need the stubby pencils and score sheet,
and inevitably we refuse—there will be
no score keeping. We proceed from hole
to hole, laughing at the plastic tigers with
chipping paint, the decrepit wooden
windmills, and seals sitting atop icebergs
that attempt to distract us.
For as many times as we have played
the course, we still can’t master putting
the golfball into the hole in less than 10
strokes. The last obstacle requires
putting the golf ball into the mouth of
the sappy-smiling clown, thus winning
a free game—still none of us ever aim
for his mouth. We find it much more
enlightening to shoot for his large red
nose. The mini-golf'course in my town
is strategically placed next to Friendly’s
ice cream—making the $2 fee for golf
and $3 sundae a cheap night out. Perhaps
we’re just lazy in not keeping score, or
perhaps we’ve surrendered to the need
to compete.

I’m sure I could think of a half a
dozen other cases in which competition
doesn’t get the better of us. Is it so absurd
to live in a world where rivalry is diluted
and finally eliminated? Is it so absurd
to think we can still exist as creatures
without a need to tear the enemy to
shame?
Throw in the glove—there’s no need
to compete when it’s all in good fun.
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Black pens are the first sign of insanity
Megan Bishop ’07
Portfolio Editor

by

I have far too many black pens,
perhaps even more than one person can
use in a single semester. But that’s not
my problem. It’s not a problem that my
cup of winning utensils is
inflated with capless
STORYj pens, all black, never
blue. I’d like to find
someone who enjoys writing in blue ink
rather than black. Find them, and then
find me. I’ll talk to them, and try to
convince them that black is far superior
to their beloved blue.
My real problem is that blinking
instant message on the bottom screen.
To avoid its glow I decided to look at
those black pens adjacent to my
computer screen, hoping to divert my
attention. I wonder how long I can keep
looking away, as I listen to my music and
weave distant thoughts into coherent
ideas. I hope I can look away until it stops
blinking. Maybe the server at Instant
Messenger America will become fed up,
clearly aware that I don’t want to see
what NghTRDeR has to say to me, and
it will cancel the IM, and thereby put me
out of my misery.
I look away from my pens and break
the glossy stare I had become
accustomed to in those fleeting minutes,
and it’s still blinking. Of course it’s still
blinking. There is no server at Instant
Messenger America deciding when
someone is too scared to open up a
blinking box. I bet most people don’t let
it linger this long anyway, unless they
are away. Which, I presume, is another
situation entirely.
I watch the box blink, sometimes in
time with my music, other times off the
beat like it’s having a seizure. That’s how

NghTRDeR is during his part-time job
of living—when he’s not a blinking box
of anxiety. When he dances, sometimes
he’s on beat, and sometimes totally off.
I actually like that because it makes me
laugh. He’d spin me around and toss me
as our laughter fills the air, bubbles of
joy, just waiting to be popped by floating
fingers.
Right now, I’m that finger, just like
a bully on the playground in grade
school. Coyly walking toward bubble
loving NghTRDeR, my pinkie pointed
behind my back, salivating for bubbles.
I know I won’t be satisfied until a soapy
residue is syrup on the black top—the
type of residue only tears could wash
away, thousands and millions of tears.
I wonder if there is a formula to how
much you cry after heartbreak. Is it x
years + velocity of the words, multiplied
by the number of ‘I love you’s?’ With
each dropping tear, is that one less? I
make some calculations on the margins
of my notebook with my black pen—I
am still ignoring the blinking box, which
seems to be getting faster, angrier, and
less hopeful. I figure 80,000 tears as a
rough estimate. And then, when I blink,
one of those 80,000 drops onto the J of
my keyboard. I sit there, watching that
small puddle of fear, mixing with the U
and occasionally the N, until it’s gone.
I wonder how many times I have
cried onto these keys and if those black
keys are used to it by now. Maybe they
knew it was coming. If my fingers
wavered or hung idly, they supposed it
was only a matter of time, as I sat
waiting, anticipating blinking boxes to
bring joys, or e-mails to grant wishes.
I watch that box again, fumbling
through my memories of the
conversation we had just minutes before.
We were fighting as usual. Throwing

insults through
wires, which, was
never a productive
action. Tones were
screwy and caps
lock
meant
everything—it was
the
difference
between laughter
and cruelty. I had
asked him what he
wanted to do about
’us,’ about this
situation in which
we fought more
than we smiled. I
imagined how this
would be settled 10
years before on the
playground, with
out any bubbles in
the air. I imagined
pushing him into
the dirt by the swing
set, the soft sand
dotting
his
eyelashes. And then
that would be the
end of it, we’d be
playing with Pogs
the next day, when
the sand had been
washed away. But
I was here, and he was 10 minutes away,
sitting in the same position as me with
his hands poised over plastic keys, no
sand or swing set for miles.
The black pens stared back at me,
providing nothing but lifeless signs of a
perfectionist. I bet NghTRDeR used blue
pens, the leaky kind with dark ink that
stained pages of notebook paper. I hated
those the most. And, then I felt my hand
move the mouse towards the blinking
box. I felt my stomach tighten, as I
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clicked, the orange glow finally ceasing.
NghTRDeR: let’s just forget it ...It’s
stupid.
NghTRDeR: What do you see out your
window?
My faced changed, less angry, more
interested. I finally typed back.
Qt314: The sunset, why?
NghTRDeR: I see it too. Do you ever
wonder if it knows it’s poetic?
I blinked, 2 down, 79,998 to go.

Kennedy Plaza, a modern day Canterbury
by

Kristina H. Reardon ’08
Portfolio Staff

We are all going somewhere. Where,
sometimes, we do not know, but in this
world of changing tides and quickly
passing time, there is always a
destination. Once in a while,
ESSAY in the confusion, we are
’ forced to stop and wait. And
if we’re lucky, we take the
chance to look around.
A week or two ago, I woke up at six
in the morning on a Saturday. My
roommate was still sleeping, and I
tiptoed out of the room, trying to be quiet
as I made my way to the bathroom. The
sun was beginning to spill in through the
shades, and the glass of the hall windows
gave it that funny hazy look, which made
me realize spring was hiding somewhere
under the slowly melting snow.
I brushed my teeth and curled my

hair, slipping into heels and my best tan
coat. I didn’t know what I was getting
all dressed up for, fresh out of the shower
so early on a Saturday, when just about
every other person on campus was
sleeping, but I was ready, and I had
somewhere I needed to go.
The bus ride was short to Kennedy
Plaza, the Mecca for all bus travelers in
Providence, a place where all the waiting
goes on. Kennedy Plaza is a multi
colored tapestry early in the morning smartly dressed secretaries, poorly
dressed mothers, children with dirt on
their cheeks, gang members, and
confused old-timers, all waiting for a bus
to their next destination. Some may have
millions, some may have no home, but
all have the $1.50 to take the next bus.
The clock chimed out the hour as I
waited—just a half hour till I could catch
the 34 bus to Wickenden Street, to the
Coffee Exchange. As I waited, my pale
pink bag thrown over my left shoulder
was slowly slipping to my elbow, 1

www.dnr.state.md.us

glanced around.
The peaceful, profound pondering I
was doing was suddenly shattered with
the screeching voice that pierced my
thoughts.
“Get back over here, right now!” the
feminine voice shouted. “Now!”
The larger than life screaming,
silenced the plaza. All that could be heard
in the moments after were the sharp caws
of the birds, fleeing quickly from nearby
trees at the park across the street.
She was a woman with dirty, white
high top Reeboks, tight black spandex
and a large sweatshirt—the type of
woman who had her hair long and
permed, with at least three gold rings on
each finger, approaching middle age,
screaming at her two small children
running on to the street. The type of
mother on her way to work, bringing
along the children because she couldn t
afford anyone else to care for them. 1 he
type of mother to take another puff of
her cigarette as her girls came running
back.
As her daughters continued to run
circles around her legs, tripping her as
she threatened not to feed them lunch if
they continued, my view of this scene
was obscured. A rather large old woman,
dressed completely in a neon red suit
jacket and skirt, toddled past. Her bright
red lipstick was smudged onto one of her
cheeks, and she waited for a fellow
traveler, whom she must see every
morning on the same bus to meet her.
The younger woman, who had bright
morning eyes and swept back blonde hair
cheerfully approached.
Before they could begin a
conversation, another group of
Providence citizens came into view. Two
old men, with stringy and matted hair
walked past, large, worn backpacks
strapped to their hunched backs. The 32
bus pulled away with my first group of

travelers: the mother and children, and
the two women. In just seven minutes,
the 34 bus would be coming.
The two men were out of view, and I
could not hear their conversation. I
distracted myself by staring into the
depths of the muddy pond across the
street, and noticed the birds had warily
returned to their nests in the trees.
As the 34 bus approached, 1 reached
into my purse for my bus pass. I took
my seat, not in the very front, but towards
the front, since my stop would be one of
the first. The two old men were sitting a
seat or two in front of me.
“I remember,” one of them said.
“Hemingway wrote a book about it.”
“What?” the other asked. “What was
it about?”
“World War II or something,” the first
one said. “It had a nurse in it. It had the
word ‘Farewell’ in the title.”
“Didn’t Hemingway drink in the
Florida Keys?” the other said. “Didn’t
he go to the bars all the time?”
“I thought he lived in Spain,” the first
one said. “I wonder if the book was any
good.”
I don’t know where we were going
that Saturday morning. I mean, I could
guess where the bus was taking its
passengers, and I know I eventually did
end up at the Coffee Exchange, but things
like that just don’t matter much after the
fact. Where we were going in that
moment simply had no consequence. It
was the journey that made it innately
human.
So I slipped back into myself,
listening for the bus driver to call out
“Wickenden Street.” I sunk deep into my
seat, joining the modern group of
pilgrims, on the way to Canterbury, in a
metaphorical sort of way.
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Ifyou could have dinner with
anyone, who would it be?

Jenna Fegreus ’07 and Christine Shayne ’07
“Keith Urban.”

Andrea Avila ’08
“Joan of Arc.”

Kim Ahem ’06, Beth Lombard ’05, and Kelly Burke ’05
“The cute roving guy.”

Deanna Dupuis ’07
“Your mom.”

Alison Tyler ’08
“Pope John Paul II.”

Macaulay Culkin and Elijah Wood
“Michael Jackson, with supervision.”
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The PC Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Nicole Bartholomew

Liam Reale

Softball
Senior — Ranch Santa Margarita, Calif.
Bartholomew pitched the Friars to a 6-2 record this past
week, notching shutouts against Dartmouth and Rutgers
as PC opened Big East play. For the season,
Bartholomew has anchored the Friars’ rotation, logging
116.2 innings and posting a 1.74 ERA.

Men’s Track
Senior — Hospital, Ireland
Reale won the mile in 4:10.19 at the Iona Invitational
and placing first in the 800 meters in 1:50.37 at the
UConn Invitational. His times qualified him for the
Big East Championships and the NCAA Regionals,
respectively, in those events.

Scores

Schedules

Thursday 4/7

Thursday, April 14

W3-0.

Softball vs. Dartmouth (doubleheader)

Men’s Track at Iona Invitational
Women’s Track at Iona Invitational

3-0
3-0

Softball vs. Holy Cross (doubleheader)

3:00 p.m.

Friaday, April 15
Mens & Women’s Track at Mt. Sac Relays

Saturday 4/9

TBA

Saturday, April 16

Softball vs. Rutgers (doubleheader)

W, 1-0
W,6-0
W, 6-5 (OT)
L, 7-0
L, 4-0
6 of 8
7 of 8

Lacrosse vs. St. Joseph’s
Tennis vs. Binghamton (Stony Brook, N.Y.)
Tennis at Stony Brook
Men’s Track at UConn Quad Meet
Women’s Track at UConn Quad Meet

Sunday 4/10
Softball vs. Villanova (doubleheader)

Tennis vs. St. John’s
Softball vs. Notre Dame
Lacrosse vs. Siena
Men’s and Women’s Track at Brown Invitational

12:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
TBA

Sunday, April 17
Softball vs. Pittsburgh (doubleheader)

11:00 a.m.

Tuesday, April 19
L, 4-1
W, 6-3

Softball at Central Connecticut (doubleheader)

3:00 p.m.

Wednesday, April 20

Tuesday 4/12
Softball at Syracuse (doubleheader)

L, 8-0
L, 12-4
L, 7-0

Tennis vs. Connecticut

Tennis vs. Hartford
Lacrosse vs. Marist

3:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

Standings
Bjg East Softball Standings (4/12)
Team

Big East
Won Lost

Men’s Basketball Recruits — Class of 2009

Overall
Won Lost

Seton Hall
Syracuse
Notre Dame
Boston College
Connecticut

6
2
6
2
49
3
3
3
7

19
18
24
8
11

10
12
8
13
19

Providence

3

3

23

10

Pittsburgh
St.John’s
Villanova
Rutgers

2
2
24
24
1
5

15
15
25
2

17
21
17
28

Jonathan Kale — 6 foot 8 inches, 245 lbs. (forward)

St. Andrews School / Barrington, R.I.
Weyinmi Efejuku — 6 foot 5 inches, 205 lbs. (guard)

Rice HS / New York, N.Y.
Geoff McDermott — 6 foot 6 inches, 220 lbs. (forward)

New Rochelle HS / New Rochelle,
N.Y.
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All the news we couldn't fit..but did
Phil Seymore named Head Coach of
Women’s Basketball Team
On April 7, Providence College an
nounced the hiring of Phil Seymore as
the new Head Coach of the Women’s
Basketball team. Seymore, an assistant
on the Men’s team for the last five years,
becomes the eighth coach in Friar his
tory. He inherets a difficult situation, as
the Friars went 1 -27 under the since de
parted Susan Yow.
However, Seymore was both gracious
for the opportunity and optimistic about
turning the program around.
“I feel very blessed to-have the oppor
tunity to be the Head Coach of the
Women’s Basketball program at Provi

dence College,” he said. “I am familiar
with the team and have a great respect
for basketbail in the Big East. I, along
with my staff, am looking forward to em
powering the Women’s Basketball team
for a positive change on and off the court.
Also, I am excited for the opportunity to
create a competitive atmosphere so we
may build on the great tradition of Friar
Women’s Basketball.”
Before his stint as an assistant to the
Men’s team, Seymore was an assistant
under John Beilein at the University of
Richmond. In both assistant coaching
positions, Seymore earned a reputation
as an excellent recruiter, something the
Women’s program is sorely in need of.

CLASSIFIED
Travel

Born in Brooklyn, NY, Seymore
graduated from Canisius College, where
he played basketball for two years, av
eraging 16.8 points per game and 4.6
assists. He has also coached at Canisius,
and was Head Coach at Turner Carroll
High School in Buffalo, N.Y.

Men’s Basketball beats Duke
While the Friars search for a new as
sistant to replace Seymore, one of the
three remaining scholarships for next
season’s recruiting class has been taken.
Geoff McDermott, a six-foot six inch
small forward from New Rochelle, NY
has inked a Letter of Intent to attend PC
next fall.
McDermott, who was also being
heavily recruited by Duke and Boston
College, had a monster senior season at
New Rochelle High School, averaging
24 points and 14 rebounds per game.
Joining McDermott in what is shap
ing up to be a promising 2005 recruiting
class are Weyinmi Efejuku and Jonathan
Kale. PC has two more scholarships
available, should it choose to offer any
remaining recruits.

Lax nets MA AC win over St. Joe’s
The Providence College Lacrosse
team defeated St. Joseph’s by a count of
6-5 in overtime on Saturday, April 9.
After falling behind 1-0 early, PC an
swered with two goals of its own to stake
claim to a 2-1 advantage. Senior Sean
Kirwan netted the tying goal, and was
assisted by sophomore Bennet Murphy.
Senior Jonathan Hollister put home the
second tally with 14 seconds remaining
in the first period.
PC extended its lead to 4-1 early in
the second period with goals by senior
Dan Giuntini and Murphy. At the half,
the score was 4-2 in favor of the Friars.
After a scoreless third quarter, PC
began the fourth with a Kirwan man-up
goal to push the lead to 5-2. However,
the Hawks clawed back, ending regula
tion with three consecutive goals, two
of which found the net in the final minute
of regulation, to knot the score.
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In the extra session, Hollister rifled
home the game-winning goal off a feed
from Giuntini with just 35 seconds of
play remaining.
Senior netminder Andrew McMinn
made 11 saves for the Friars, as PC
outshot the Hawks 30-24.
With the victory, PC improved its
record to 3-7 with a 2-1 mark in MAAC
play. The Friars’ next game is Saturday,
April 16 at 2:00 p.m. against Siena on
Glay Field.

PC inducts 12 student-athletes into
honor society
On Monday, April 11, Providence
College held its second-annual cer
emony to honor student-athletes receiv
ing National College Athlete Honor So
ciety (Chi Alpha Sigma) membership.
Founded in 1996, the NCAHS recog
nizes student-athletes who earn a varsity
letter while maintaining a cumulative
GPA of 3.4 or higher throughout junior
and senior years. The 12 inductees from
this year join the 16 from last year.
The Women’s Track team had the
most members, as juniors Kathleen
Batchler Katherine Mueller, and Bridget
Black were honored. The Men’s Soccer
team boasted two members, juniors Ryan
Farrell and Derek Nobrega. Other jun
iors being honored were Sara Bitetti of
the Tennis team; Melissa Eastwood from
the Women’s Swimming team; Annie
Fiorvanti of Women’s Volleyball; Kati
Lary from the Field Hockey team; Karen
Thatcher from Women’s Hockey; and
Women’s Soccer player Emily White.
The lone senior earning an award was
Jackie Karsnia from the Softball team.
PC to honor Helen Bert on April 16
The late Helen Bert, who founded the
women’s athletic program at PC, will be
honored at the Westin Hotel on Satur
day, April 16.
CBS Television’s Lesley Visser will
serve as the keynote speaker at the event,
which includes a silent auction and din
ner as well.
—compiled by Steve O’Keefe ’05
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Resilient Friars begin to get healthy and dominate
by

Drew Goucher ’08
Sports Staff

The Providence College Men’s and
Women’s Track teams competed this
past Thursday and Saturday in two sepa
rate meets, preparing for this week’s
Mount Sac relays. And
TRACK & the results were very enFIELO couraging.
At the Iona Invita
tional, held on Thursday, April 7, three
men’s team runners finished first in dif
ferent events: Senior Liam Reale in the
mile (4:10.09), junior Martin Fagan in
the two mile (8:49.00), and junior Rich
ard Jones in the 600 meters (1:21.10).
Solid performances were also recorded
in the two mile event by senior Pat
Moulton (3rd place - 8:55.95) and jun
ior Joe Dionne (4th place - 8:59.61).
Freshmen James Lourenco (3rd in 600
meters - 1:22.29) and Armond Hodge
(4th in 200 meters - 24.45) also turned
in strong times, and Hodge recorded a
second place finish in the long jump with
a distance of 5.76 meters. The 4 x 400
relay team placed first, and the 4 x 800
came in second.
Head Coach Ray Treacy was very
happy with the results turned in by the
men on Thursday.

“On Thursday down at Iona, it was
perfect [weather] conditions for running,
and we got some very good perfor
mances all around,” said Treacy. “Cer
tainly Liam [Reale] ran well there, and
the relays had a good run as well.”
The women also turned in many solid
performances on Thursday, with senior
Roisin Quinn winning the 600 meters in
a time of 1:38.12, and senior Mary
Cullen taking the crown in the 3,000
meters with a time of 9:19.98.
More importantly for Cullen, it was
her first race in months as she has missed
time due to injury.
Also winning her event was senior
Emma Foster, with a 35.03 meter toss in
the discus. Another noteworthy perfor
mance was turned in by freshman
Michelle Childs, who finished 3rd in the
3,000 meter race with a time of 10:07.05.
“Mary was brilliant in the 3000
[meters],” noted Treacy. “[It was] her
first race back in five months, and to run
as well as she did shows what kind of
condition she’s in. Hopefully we’ll see
some great things from her over the next
few weeks. It was a very good opener
for us.”
On Saturday, Treacy made the stra
tegic decision to rest some of the run
ners who will be competing in longer dis

tance races in this weekend’s Mount Sac
relays. As a result, a group of runners
that included Cullen, Childs, Moulton,
and Dionne sat out.
However, those that ran turned in
great performances. For the men, Reale
won the 800 meters, clocking in at
1:50.37, followed by sophomore Darren
Brown (2nd) at 1:53.25. Freshman Max
Smith won the 1,500 meters with a time
of 3:49.20, and sophomore Nick
Weidman won the 5,000 meters with a
time of 14:44.68. Jones also turned in a
good time in a particularly intense heat,
finishing 8th in the 400 meter dash with
a time of 50.70. The winning time of
that race was 47.86.
Treacy praised the runners for their
efforts. “Liam and Max ran very, very
well. And Darren had a tremendous run
in the 800 [meters] for a guy who was
told at the end of indoor season [by the
doctor] that he may not run for six
months. Back running already, and hav
ing a big PR was a huge performance
for him. Nick Weidman had a great run
in the 5,000 [meters], his first ever
5,000,” he said.
The women also turned in some good
performances at the event. Quinn fin
ished 5th in the 800 meters (2:15.50),
and in the highlights of the women’s
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races, graduate student Lisa Capello won
the 5,000 meter race (17:35.44), and jun
ior Fiona Crombie won the 3,000 meter
steeplechase (10:51.80).
Treacy was especially pleased with
Crombie’s performance, as it was the
first time she ever ran in the steeplechase
(which contains hurdles and a water
trap).
“Fiona in the steeplechase, her first
time ever running over the barriers in the
steeplechase, qualified for the
Regionals,” said Treacy. “So she’s got a
great future in that event the rest of the
season.”
For now, the focus remains on qua
lifying as many of the team’s runners as
possible for NCAA Regionals, which are
quickly approaching and are held in May.
the next opportunity for the Friars to
qualify more runners comes next week
end at the Mount Sac relays as well as
the Brown Invitational on Saturday.
“We’re very optimistic going into
Mount Sac now,” commented Treacy.
“I’m hoping we’ll have a few more
qualifiers for the NCAA Regionals. So
we’re looking to go out there and run,
and run very fast.”

PC: Two losses
continued from back page
to their Husky opponents, 8-3.
“The teams that we are competing
against are funded teams,” said Turner.
“We are trying to go out there, compete,
and represent Providence to the best of
our ability. We strive for our highest level
of competitive play, but it is hard when
the other teams just have more resources
and are able to recruit stronger competi
tion.”
“We are as upbeat as we can be,”
Turner remarked. “As of now we are
going to continue to do our best out on
the courts, but one of our main goals is
to try and get some of the younger girls
an understanding of what is going to be
required of them for next year.”
With the loss, the Friars fall to 3-9 on
the spring season (9-10 overall). The
Lady Friars will return to the courts this
Saturday, April 16, when it hosts St.
John’s at noon. The season finisher will
be April 20, as the team hosts Hartford
and bids farewell to their three seniors:
Molly Gilbride, Linsey Christensen, and
Nicole Rodger.
On a more optimistic tone, Prov
idence’s Tri-Captain, SaraBitteti, was in
ducted into the National College Athlete
Honor Society, Chi Alpha Sigma on
Monday, April 11. The NCAHS was
founded in 1996 to recognize collegiate
student-athletes who earn a varsity let
ter in at least one sport while maintain
ing a cumulative GPA of 3.4 or higher
throughout their junior and senior years.
Bitteti currently maintains a 3.62 cumu
lative GPA in the field of Pre-Engineer
ing, while receiving her Varsity letter in
Tennis.
“I felt really nice about receiving the
academic/athletic acknowledgement,”
said Bitteti. “I didn’t even know that we
had something like that and it was nice
to get recognition for two things that I
work really hard at.”
The 2004-05 academic year marks
Providence’s second year as a part of the
organization and, as a result, Bitteti is
one of this year’s 12 inductees who will
join the 16 current and former Friars who
demonstrate “Excellence in Academics
and Athletics.”
“Sara is a leader in every way you
could possibly imagine,” said Turner.
“She has excelled in school and prob
ably has to be one of the brightest girls
here. It’s amazing that she is able to bal
ance her studies in regard to a tough
major, travel for the games, compete, and
still do well in school and on the court.
She is just a driven person who tries to
excel at everything she does and it
shows.”
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Packed schedule for Friars as Big East play begins
Kevin O’Brien ’07
Asst. Sports Editor

by

April showers may bring May flow
ers, but they also bring some pretty seri
ous schedule congestion for the Provi
dence College Softball Team.
The Friars had pre
viously seen the begin
SOFTBALL ning of their Big East
schedule pushed back
due to inclement weather, but they were
finally able to dive headfirst into their
conference slate this past week, with
three doubleheaders in a four day stretch.
The result? A promising start, with a
sweep of Rutgers and a split with
Villanova. But a tough away set with
Syracuse resulted in two losses, and the
Friars’ record dropped to 3-3 in the con
ference and 23-10 overall.
“So far the past couple games weren’t
our best, and we don’t want to base how
we’ll do in the Big East on those games,”
said sophomore shortstop Shannon
Garvin. “But the beginning of the week
we thought we played well.”
“We just have to learn from it, put it
behind us, and not dwell on it,” agreed
freshman pitcher Tanza Lewis.
The week started off promisingly
enough for the Friars. A doubleheader
sweep of Dartmouth last Thursday by
scores of 3-0 and 9-1 served as PC’s fi
nal tuneup before Big East play, and their
momentum carried over into the week
end. A home set versus Rutgers yielded
another two wins for the Friars, as they
jumped out to a 2-0 conference record.
The 1-0 and 6-0 wins were, as one
might predict, fueled by the Friars’ pitch
ing. Lewis and sophomore Sara Surosky
combined to pitch a four hit shutout in
the second game; meanwhile, the

storyline for the first game was domi
nated by the Bartholomew sisters. Se
nior Nicole tossed a complete game, two
hit shutout, and sophomore sister Rachel
drove in the game’s only run with a
double in the bottom of the sixth to se
cure the victory for the Friars.
The Friars were back at it Sunday,
hosting Villanova for their second con
ference doubleheader in as many days.
PC would wind up dropping the first
game, 4-1, but rebounded with a 6-3 win
in the second game.
After being tagged with the loss in
the opener, the elder Bartholomew re
bounded to register the win in the sec
ond game. Rachel Bartholomew once
again got in on the act, smashing her
team-leading sixth homer of the season
to fuel the Friars’ offense. Freshman
Sam Pittman contributed with two RBIs,
going 2-for-3 in the game.
But a successful weekend gave way
to a challenging week for the Friars, and
the earlier rainouts may just have caught
up with the Friars.
“I think it does have an effect,”
Garvin admitted. “Now we have to play
some Big East games during the week,
and it messed up your mental game a
little—it’s tough to leave campus late to
travel to an away game and then get up
early to play the next day.”
As an away trip, Syracuse is certainly
no bargain. The Friars received a hos
tile reception from the Orange on Tues
day, and a pair of losses—8-0 and 124—dropped PC’s conference record to
.500.
Lewis and Nicole Bartholomew, PC’s
leading pitchers, were tagged with the
losses, each falling victim to a high-pow
ered Orange offense. Meanwhile, the
Friars’ offense was only able to register

COURTESY SPORTS INFO

Sophomore Shannon Garvin has been a consistent performer for the Friars
this year. She smacked her fourth home run of the season on Saturday
against Villanova, and her .339 batting average is third on the team.
four runs in the doubleheader, including
a shutout in the opener.
Although the losses derailed the
team’s fast start to Big East play, the
damage done is by no means irreparable,
as the players were quick to point out.
“We just have to take a positive look
at things,” Lewis offered. “We’ve played
pretty strong so far and we had a good
weekend. Wejusthavetofindaway to

fix some things.”
Added Garvin, “We need to take ad
vantage of our home games. We just
need to get mentally ready and take care
of things on the field.”
The softball team’s busy schedule
continues this week with three home
doubleheaders: Thursday versus Holy
Cross, and Notre Dame and Pittsburgh
on Saturday and Sunday, respectively.

Singles plus doubles net Friars three losses for week
by

Greg Hartwell ’07
Sports Staff

The Providence College Lady Friars’
Tennis Team extended its losing streak
to five consecutive games this past week
after dropping matches to Binghamton,
Stony Brook, and the Uni
TENNIS versity of Connecticut.
The Friars traveled to
Stony Brook, N.Y. last Sat
urday, April 9, where they were sched
uled to compete against both the
Binghamton University Bearcats and the
Stony Brook University Seawolves.
The concept of a double-header was
ideal for the Friars allowing them an
other opportunity to strengthen their
game by being able to compete against
tough competition during their spring
season. Despite the good intentions, the
scheduled double-header did not go as
planned
Providence sat the first match while
Stony Brook went up against Bing
hamton. Through long match play, both
teams battled competing over the ex
pected allotted time. When the match
was over PC was able to go to work on
Binghamton.
Binghamton was well composed and
energized after their win over Stony
Brook. Needless to say the Friars, de
spite a valiant effort, could not overcome
the Bearcats on the court and lost 7-0 in
match play.
The results of the long matches
played by the Seawolves and Bearcats
came back to hurt the Friars in the long
run. Due to time restraints, and lack of
light, the Friars would have been unable
to play a regular match against the
Seawolves. As a compromise the teams
played a 10 game Pro-Set competition
instead of following the usual three set

courtesy sports info

Junior captain Sara Bitetti and her Friars teammates fell short in their three
matches this week, but Bitetti herself scored a victory, earning induction into
the National College Athlete Honor Society on Monday.
format.
Time being a factor; the Friars went
immediately into game competition af
ter they were finished with the Bearcats
providing little time for respite.
“Our concentration wasn’t really in
the second match against Stony Brook,”
remarked Head Coach Wayne Turner.
“We didn’t have time to recover and re
group after the first match. This and the
shortened match format added a little
more pressure to the game and as a re
sult our play was affected.”

Competing against a rested Sea
wolves immediately after previous com
petition, the Friars found it hard to score
the points that they needed. The result
of the abbreviated game play was 4-0 in
the Seawolves favor, leaving the Friars
winless in their last four games.
“I feel that we could have done much
better against these teams,” said junior
captain Sara Bitteti. “Even though they
were two good teams we could have
done better and under different circum
stances I am sure that we could have

come out on top.”
Returning to the courts last Tuesday,
April 12, PC hosted the University of
Connecticut Huskies, hoping to reverse
the downward spiral of its season with a
good result against UConn.
“Our game yesterday could best be
described as a transition match,” com
mented Turner. “We were able to put
three freshmen into the line-up in the 4,
5, and 6 spots. They came up against
some hard competition as could be as
sumed but the girls hit the ball aggres
sively and played well. However, they
did find it hard to make certain adjust
ments to the wind which added a dimen
sion to the day. In the end the other team
just played a little smarter and was able
to win the big points and the match.”
In singles competition, Providence
lost all six matches in straight sets. Jun
ior Sara Bitetti was defeated at the No. 1
position, while seniors Molly Gilbride
and Lindsey Christensen fell at No. 2 and
No. 3, respectively. Freshmen Carly
Hoffend, Katherine Lyons, and Karla
Ruggeri were all defeated at their respec
tive fourth, fifth, and sixth positions.
“Both Molly and Sara were the last
two off of the courts in both their singles
and doubles match play,” said Turner.
“They both had really long points and
as far as our doubles play went, even
though the score might not reflect it, the
girls played strong and seemed to have
a chance to win every point.”
In doubles play, Bitetti and Gilbride
competed at Providence’s No. 1 spot and
were defeated by a score of 8-3. Ruggeri
and Hoffend dropped an 8-1 decision at
the No. 2 spot, while Christensen and
senior Nicole Rodger rounding up the
Friar effort as the third doubles team fell
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